
masses in english/en ingles

Saturday Vigil/Sábado: 5:00 pm 
Sunday/Domingo 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am, 5:00 pm

misa en español/in spanish

Domingo: 12:45 pm

daily mass/misa diaria (chapel/capilla)
Monday/Lunes thru Friday/Viernes : 6:30 am & 9:00 am

baptism/bautizos
In English: Call the office to begin the process. This 
requires two months preparation
En Español: Llame a la oficina para solicitar infor-
mación y concertar una cita con el Sacerdote. Este 
proceso requiere mínimo dos meses de preparación.

marriage/matrimonio

Call the office to arrange with a Priest or Deacon. This 
requires six months preparation. 
Llame a la oficina para solicitar información y concer-
tar una cita con el Sacerdote. Este proceso requiere 
mínimo seis meses de preparación.

reconciliation/reconciliacíon

In English: Saturdays 3:30 pm (in the church) or by 
appointment. 
Llame a la oficina para hacer una cita con el Sacer-
dote. 

Mission

As disciples at St. Bonaventure, we are 
committed to know Christ better and 
make Him better known. To this end we 
are committed to…

Keep connected to our parish 
community,

Nurture the development of our faith 
and knowledge of Christ,

Offer to share the Holy Spirit’s gifts of 
time, talent and treasure,

Worship through prayer, Mass and the 
Sacraments.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Cuarto Domingo de Adviento December 24, 2017

St. Bonaventure Catholic Community 
Comunidad Católica de San Buenaventura
5562 Clayton Road, Concord, CA 94521 • phone (925) 672-5800 • fax (925) 672-4606 • www.stbonaventure.net
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DEAR PARISHIONERS

There is a marvelous story told about a four-year-old child who awoke 
one night frightened, convinced that in the darkness around her there 
were all kinds of spooks and monsters. Alone she ran to her parent’s 
bedroom. Her mother calmed her down and, taking her by the hand, led 
her back to her own room, where she put on a light and reassured the 
child with these words: “You needn’t be afraid, you are not alone here. 
God is in the room with you.” The child replied: “I know that God is here, but I need someone in the 
room who has some skin!”

In essence, that story gives us the reason for the incarnation, as well as an excellent definition of it. 
God took on flesh because, like this young girl, we need someone with us who has some skin. A God 
who is everywhere is just as easily nowhere. We believe in what we can touch, see, hear, smell, and 
taste. God deals with us through our senses. In the incarnation, God became physical because we are 
creatures of the senses who, at one point, need a God with some skin. What blessed people we are to 
know the love of God and to be invited to remain in His midst forever. 

The celebration of Christmas encourages us to reflect upon God’s greatest gift to us, His Son - a gift 
prompted by God’s great love for us. 

The first to adore and bring gifts to the newborn Babe were the shepherds. As shepherds of the 
twenty-first century, what gift are we going to offer Him? We ask that your generous gift to your 
parish will express your adoration of Christ, the Son of God. 

A year-end Christmas gift is your chance to go beyond day-to-day support of your parish that you 
fund through your EFT or weekly envelopes. It is your chance to make a gift that produces a special 
feeling of joy though genuine sacrifice. 

Thank you for your kind cooperation in all our parish activities, and your loyalty and generosity. 
May God repay your graciousness and good will by blessing your Christmas and New Year with an 
abundance of peace and spiritual and material joys. 

Remember me as loving you, 
Fr. Mat 

Weekend of December 16 & 17 Collection

Goal: $25,440
Actual: $27,708
Over: $ 2,268

Food for Family: 322

EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer)  
included in above figures

Christmas Flower Offerings
Many people each year comment on the beauty of the Church and Chapel 
environments during the Christmas season. This effort can be realized only 
through the generous donations of our parishioners. You can honor a loved 
one, either living or deceased, with a gift to our Christmas Flower Fund. You 
may use either the envelopes found at the exits of the church, or you may 
fill out the information found in the bulletin, cut it out, and send it (or bring 
it) to the office. It is a wonderful way to remember someone special. 

Amount Enclosed 

Donor 

Phone

Address 1

Address 2

Given in Name of

CHRISTMAS EVE PARKING

ENTRANCE ACCESS:
All vehicles are to enter the 
parish parking lot through the 
Clayton Road entrance. The gate 
at Indiana Drive is for Exit only. 
Please do not park on Indiana 
Drive. 

EXIT:
All vehicles in the southwest (back) lot are to 
exit through the Indiana Drive gate. All vehicles 
in the northeast (front) lot are to exit through 
the Clayton Road exit. Crossing over between 
lots will congest traffic and create a safety issue. 

HANDICAPPED PARKING:
We have 14 designated Handicapped Parking 
spaces. We know this is insufficient for heavy at-
tendance Masses. We encourage those who can 
walk the distance to park accordingly and leave 
the handicapped spaces for those most in need. 
Your handicap placard must be clearly displayed. 

NO PARKING AREAS:
• Parking in front of the rectory garage is 
prohibited. 

• Striped areas at the ends of rows and red curbs 
anywhere on the property are no-parking areas. 
Vehicles parked in these areas may be ticketed 
and towed. We must observe the City Codes 
that require emergency vehicle access to the 
property. 

• Parking on Farm Bureau property is strictly 
prohibited. Your vehicle may be towed. 

• Our neighbors strongly request that we not 
park on the local streets, since it leaves no 
parking for their friends or family who might be 
visiting. We encourage you to honor their needs. 
Any car parking in such a way that a residential 
driveway is blocked may be towed.
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PARISH LIFE thoughts

CHANGE THE “SUNDAY EXPERIENCE”!

by Eileen Limberg, MA

Christmas is coming and we will have a lot of 
visitors at our Masses. We want them to feel as 
welcome as possible. We are known for being 
a welcoming parish, but can always be better. 
There are a lot of people in the pews who have 
never been heartily greeted or fully welcomed. 
We want every person to feel the welcome spirt 
of our parish.

A couple of months ago, TeamRCIA posted a blog 
on how everyone in the pews can do something 
to “change the Sunday experience” for others. 
Smile. Introduce yourself. Shake a hand. Ask a 
question. I’d like to add: look the person in the 
eyes when you greet them.

We want to encourage everyone to get to know 
the person sitting in front of you, next to you 
and behind you. You might discover the person 
isn’t a visitor, but a long-time parishioner or 
someone who has recently moved into the area 
and is looking for a spiritual home. All of them 
are potential new friends. 

I cringed a little inside when I was asked to 
write this article. By nature, I am an introvert. 
Ironically, my role in the parish is very social 
and requires me to speak to people I don’t know. 
This is hard for me and I use this list to give me a 
starting point. You can often find me outside the 
church before the 9:00am Mass greeting people. 
Come up and introduce yourself. This is how I’m 
getting to know people’s names.

So what are some of the questions?

• Do you usually come to this Mass?

• Are you a parishioner? Would you like to be?

• Have you met our pastor?

• Can I sit with you during Mass?

• Can I help you find something in the missal?

• Is there something I can pray about for you?

• Would you like to have coffee after Mass?

• Do you know about our _______? (Whatever 
ministry you may be involved in.)

As soon as you reach out to one person you 
don’t know, you can help change the Sunday 
Experience. You can make a difference. Join us 
this Advent and Christmas in reaching out to 
someone you don’t know.

ARE YOU NEW TO ST. BONAVENTURE? 
WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE!

St. Bonaventure Parish is a vibrant faith 
community committed to love, prayer and 
possibility. Together as the body of Christ, our 
mission is to know Christ better and make him 
better known. We would love for you to join us. 

Thank you for being with us this weekend to 
worship together. If you’re not yet registered in 
the parish, please cut out and return the portion 
below to the collection basket or to the Parish 
Office, and we’ll mail you a registration form. 

If you have any questions about the parish 
or would like to meet to discuss how to get 
involved, please contact our Parish Life Director, 
Christa Fairfield, at 925-844-9005 or cfairfield@
stbonaventure.net.

See you next week!

THANK YOU FROM THE GIVING TREE 
MINISTRY

Thank you all for making this year’s Giving Tree 
a big success!!!

Your generosity, compassion and support has 
helped to make this a Joyous 

Christmas Season for over 1200 family members 
in our community. Each present sparkled with 
the love that God has for all of us. Thank you 
again as we celebrate the greatest gift of all, the 
birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. God Bless!

VINTAGE’S “THANK YOU”

VINTAGE would like to thank everyone who 
attended our 14th Annual Christmas Concert. We 
especially want to say thank you for being so 
generous in donating to our purchasing of toys 
for the children of the Food Pantry. We raised 
$1,080.00—this is a record! You have made 
many children so very happy.  We wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and a New Year filled with 
God’s Blessing!

FAITH DIRECT

In this season of Advent, we are continuously 
preparing ourselves for the celebration of 
Christ’s birth. Why not help our own parish 
prepare for the coming new year by signing up 
with Faith Direct? By supporting St. Bonaventure, 
both you and our parish can save some time and 
peace of mind this holiday season.

Already using Faith Direct? Don’t forget to add 
your Christmas or End-of-Year contributions to 
your account. Visit www.faithdirect.net and use 
our church code: CA725.

Thank you for your continued support of our 
parish family! God Bless You. —Fr. Mat Vellankal

CAR DONATION NEEDED FOR  
REFUGEE FAMILY

St. Bonaventure Community has sponsored 
and supported the Ahmadi family through the 
Family-to-Family ministry since June 2016. 
They are now in need of a newer car. The fa-
ther, Najib, already holds down a full-time 
job but is determined to be self-sufficient 
without continued financial support from 
us. His motivation has led him to research a 
second job driving for Uber or Lyft during his 
evening hours. The requirements for this job 
would mean driving a 2005 car (or newer) 
with additional insurance. The Family-to-
Family ministry will be able to help with the 
insurance, but we are hoping that someone in 
our St. Bonaventure Community might have 
a 2005 (or newer) car to donate to help him 
get closer to his goal. Najib is very motivated 
and willing to work long hours to provide for 
his family, especially with a new baby due to 
arrive in mid-February. If anyone is able to 
donate a car for this struggling family, please 
call Jenelle Abrams 925-727-8531 or send an 
email to jenelle.abrams@yahoo.com. Thank 
you so much! 

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

We encourage you to register in the parish so 
that you can receive regular communications 
via both email and regular mail. Please fill out 
this form and place it in the collection basket, 
and we will mail you a Parish Registration 
Form.

Name

Address

Phone

Email
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LITURGY & PRAYER

IMPORTANT NOTE REGARDING 
DECEMBER 23/24/25 MASS OBLIGATIONS

This year the celebration of Christmas, the 
Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord, falls on a 
Monday. The Church asks us to attend Mass on 
both Sunday, December 24, the Fourth Sunday 
of Advent, and on the Feast of Christmas, since 
the Nativity of the Lord remains a Holy Day 
of Obligation. The 5:00pm Mass on Saturday, 
December 23 and the morning Masses on 
Sunday, December 24 will fulfill the obligation 
for the Fourth Sunday of Advent. Masses on 
the afternoon/evening of December 24 and the 
morning of December 25 will fulfill the Christmas 
obligation.

The Fourth Sunday of Advent  
(Modified Weekend Schedule) 
Saturday, December 23
3:30 PM: Sacrament of Reconciliation
5:00 PM: Vigil Mass

Sunday, December 24
7:30 AM: Mass
9:00 AM: Mass
12:00 PM: Mass (Spanish)

Christmas Eve: Sunday, December 24
3:00 PM: Early Childhood  

Christmas Pageant & Mass
5:30 PM: Elementary Children’s Christmas 

Pageant & Mass
8:00 PM: Christmas Vigil Mass
10:00 PM: Christmas Vigil Mass
12:00 AM: Christmas Midnight Mass

Christmas Day: Monday, December 25
8:00 AM Christmas Day Mass (English)
10:00 AM Christmas Day Mass (English)
12:45 PM Christmas Day Mass (Spanish)

NEW YEAR’S EVE/THE HOLY FAMILY 
OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH: SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 31, 2017

We will have a normal Sunday morning Mass 
schedule: 7:30am, 9:00am, 11:00am, 12:45pm 
(Spanish). There will NOT be a 5:00pm Sunday 
Evening Mass. 

NEW YEAR’S DAY/THE SOLEMNITY OF 
MARY, MOTHER OF GOD: MONDAY, 
JANUARY 1, 2018: 9:00AM MASS

We celebrate the motherhood of Mary as well 
as the start of a new calendar year. The title 
“Mother of God” is a western derivation from the 
Greek Theotokos, which means “God-bearer.”  
On this day, we are reminded of the role that 
the Blessed Virgin played in the plan of our 
salvation. We will have one Mass at 9:00am in 
the church.

READINGS for the WEEK

MONDAY: VIGIL: IS 62:1-5; PS 89:4-5, 16-17, 27-
29; ACTS 13:16-17, 22-25; MT 1:1-25 [18-25]  
DURING THE NIGHT: IS 9:1-6; PS 96:1-3, 11-13; TI 
2:11-14; LK 2:1-14  
DAWN: IS 62:11-12; PS 97:1, 6, 11-12; TI 3:4-7; LK 
2:15-20 
DAY: IS 52:7-10; PS 98:1-6; HEB 1:1-6; JN 1:1-18 [1-5, 
9-14]

TUESDAY: ACTS 6:8-10; 7:54-59; PS 31:3CD-4, 6, 
8AB, 16BC, 17; MT 10:17-22

WEDNESDAY: 1 JN 1:1-4; PS 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; JN 
20:1A, 2-8

THURSDAY: 1 JN 1:5 -- 2:2; PS 124:2-5, 7CD-8; MT 
2:13-18

FRIDAY: 1 JN 2:3-11; PS 96:1-3, 5B-6; LK 2:22-35

SATURDAY: 1 JN 2:12-17; PS 96:7-10; LK 2:36-40

SUNDAY: SIR 3:2-6, 12-14 OR GN 15:1-6; 21:1-3; PS 
128: 1-5 OR PS 105:1-6, 8-9; COL 3:12-21 [12-17] OR 
HB 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; LK 2:22-40 [22, 39-40]

FAITH FORMATION  
FOR ADULTS

WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 24TH 
ANNUAL RETREAT

“The Mighty God Has Done Great Things for Me, 
and Holy is His Name”, Lk 1:49

Fri, Jan 26 to Sun, Jan 28, 2018 at St. Clare’s 
Retreat Center. The cost is $225 per person. 
Registration flyers are available in the foyer, 
church office, and on the parish website. Contact 
Andrea for additional questions: 925-529-7675. 
We hope to see you there.

STAFF DIRECTORY 
office: 925-672-5800

Fr. Mathew Vellankal, pastor  ...................... x 2203 
mvellankal@stbonaventure.net

Fr. David Lawrence, sj parochial vicar ...............x 2221 
dlawrence@stbonaventure.net

Fr. Oscar Rojas, parochial vicar  ....................... x 2215 
orojas@stbonaventure.net

Christa L. Fairfield, parish life director ............x 2205 
cfairfield@stbonaventure.net 

William Gall, deacon 
bgall@stbonaventure.net

Antonio Ambriz, deacon 
jose.ambriz1210@gmail.com

Mariano Preza, deacon 
deacon262@yahoo.com

LITURGY & MUSIC
Anthony Arteaga, director of liturgy ...............x 2230 
aarteaga@stbonaventure.net

FAITH FORMATION FOR CHILDREN

Pre-School through Fifth Grade Program:

Rosann Halick, director  
rhalick@stbonaventure.net .........................2204

Debbie Schnick, administrative asst ..................x 2207 
dschnick@stbonaventure.net

JR HIGH AND YOUTH MINISTRY  
(6TH THROUGH 12TH GRADE)
Youth Ministry:
Jacob Perry, director.....................................x 2229 
jperry@stbonaventure.net

FAITH FORMATION FOR ADULTS
Eileen Limberg , director of adult faith formation and 
adult initiation .................................................x 2217 
elimberg@stbonaventure.net

FACILITIES and MAINTAINANCE
Frank Palmeri .............................................x 2216 
fpalmeri@stbonaventure.net
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CHRISTMAS’ & NEW YEAR’S OFFICE CLOSURE

December 22-26, 2017
Dec. 29-January 1, 2018

HEALING THE HEART WORKSHOP

If you or someone you know is grieving the 
death of a loved one, we’d like to invite you 
to attend the Healing the Heart workshop. It 
provides a safe place to express grief and be-
gin healing after the loss of a loved one. The 
loss may have been a recent one or a long time 
ago. The grief workshop is a six-week program 
characterized by trust in prayer, open sharing 
and spirituality. It is a Christ-centered program, 
but you do not have to be a member of St. 
Bonaventure’s parish or a Catholic to attend. 

The next grief workshop begins Tuesday evening 
January 30 from 7:30-9:00pm at St. Bonaventure 
Church. The workshop is free but registration is 
required by January 15. Please call Helene Billeci 
at (925) 686-4870 for more information and to 
register. 

2018 MENS RETREAT 

“Mercy: A Disciple’s Response…” A Retreat with 
the Men of St Bonaventure’s Parish, March 2-4 
at San Damiano Retreat Center in Danville. Our 
retreat master is Fr. Mark Wiesner, pastor of St. 
Charles Borromeo parish in Livermore. For more 
information, call Joe Talarico (925.680.7767) 
or Matthew Remington (925.672.4006). 
Registration forms are available online at www.
stbonaventure.net (Parish Ministries – Men’s 
Spiritual Network).

ADULT CONFIRMATION 

The parish celebration of Confirmation will be 
on May 12, 2018 with Very Rev. George Mockel. 
Parish preparation for those adults/young adults 
interested will begin Monday, February 26. We 
will meet Monday evenings, 7:00-8:30pm. Each 
candidate must:
• be over 18 years of age
• no longer be in high school
• be a baptized Catholic
• have received First Communion and
• attend Mass on a regular basis. 

If you are interested, please contact 
Eileen (925)672-5800 x2217 or elimberg@
stbonaventure.net. Registration requested by 
February 15.

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER 

Christmas time is the time to celebrate the 
beautiful gift of God becoming man. Jesus was a 
great healer and teacher who taught us to pray. 
He suggests we go to our quiet space to pray. 
Spend some quiet time with God. Join us on 
Tuesdays, 4:05-4:30pm in the Chapel. Just come 
when you can. Call Eileen (672-5800 x2217) if 
you have questions.

WORLD WIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
WEEKEND

As we celebrate Holy Family Sunday, let us 
remember that God’s love for us is reflected in 
the love for each other in our family. Why not 
celebrate and encourage that love by giving 
your spouse the gift of a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter (WWME) weekend? The next 
weekends are held at San Damiano Retreat 
Center, Danville on January 12-14th and May 
18-20th. Space is very limited! Early registration 
is highly recommended. For more information 
contact Mike & Jeanne @ 925.672.2016 or Joe 
& Sue @ 925.680.7767 now or go to www.
oaklandwwme.org

PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS

SUPER BOWL CRAB FEED PARTY! 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 27, 2018 AT 6PM

Looking for something fun to do after the 
holidays are over?... Look no further. The Crab 
Feed is back! Join us for a night of great fun, 
delicious food, live-silent auction of incredible 
items, once-in-a-lifetime sports collectables and 
fabulous door prizes!

Tickets will be on sale starting Dec. 30. Contact 
Mike Farnham with any questions or to reserve 
your table ahead of time. 925-766-2864

CLAYTON VALLEY COUNSELING CENTER 
(CVCC) AT YOUR SERVICE

For 15 years, CVCC has been serving the St. Bonaventure 
Community. The Counseling Center, with licensed thera-
pists, serves individuals, couples and families, and 
prepares engaged couples for marriage using the well-
established Prepare Program. ( 925-210-6176.

PREGNANT? NEED HELP?

( 1-800-910-0191, The Gabriel Project

NEED A NEIGHBOR?
Neighbor-to-Neighbor Ministry is here to 
assist parishioners with temporary, minor 
needs. Those we serve must be adults (over 
18 years old) and physically mobile. There 
are established community organizations in 
place to meet long-term and other needs.

We Offer:
• Assistance with transportation to the par-

ish, the grocery store or doctor.  
*We can assist in finding regular rides to a 
specific Mass or parish offering

• Assistance with an errand or a light task 
• Visiting the sick or homebound

For Assistance Leave a Message at 672-5800 
x2238. We will pick up calls Monday-Friday. 
Every effort will be made to respond within 
24 hours of the call. Please note that the 
ministry is not designed for immediate or 
emergency needs. It can take a few days to 
locate a volunteer to meet the need.

World Peace

SANCTUARY LIGHT IS LIT FOR
CUENCO FAMILY

December 23- 29, 2017



SAINT BONAVENTURE CATHOLIC CHURCH / IGLESIA CATÓLICA DE SAN BUENAVENTURA6 December 24, 2017

for the week

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23
5:00 St. Bonaventure Community

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
7:30 Gina Tuvo
 Kepris Meletiou
 Letty Quizon
9:00 Frank Verello
 Dolores Burgess
 Pat Conroy
 Lucy Walsh
11:00 John Muscat
 Jacob Arevalo
 Jeff Fosbery
 Jorge Rodriguez-Velas
5:00 NO 5PM MASS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 – CHRISTMAS EVE 
3:00 Jim Grundman
 Veronica Yoplac-Fromm
 Chua Ching Yi
 Richard Mc Goldrick
5:30 Cuenco Family
 Mercader Family
 Fr. David Lawrence
 Mathew & Heather Javier
8:00 Claire Sullivan
 Jack Darcy
 Mercader-Evaristo Families
 Sr. Roberta Carson & Family
10:00 St. Bonaventure Community
12MN Tom Keehn
 Susanna Wong
 Fr. Richard Mangini & Family
 Norma M. Evaristo

MONDAY, DECEMBER 25 – CHRISTMAS DAY
8:00 Juana, Francisco & Joel Cuenco
 Mike Geraghty
 Lita Diaz & Jay Del Rosario
 Dario Mathew Vazquez 
10:00 Jim Elsberry
 Lillian Figueredo
 Henry Alumia
 Gregory Boggs

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26
6:30 Communion Service
9:00 Jessie Ebarvia
 Fr. T.C. George
 William M. Jordan

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27
6:30 All priests & seminarians
9:00 Michael Sarabia

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28
6:30 Jovita Cristobal
9:00 Dimitris Argyriou

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29
6:30 All souls in purgatory
9:00 Estrella Mercader
 John Muscat
 Jacob Arevalo

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30
5:00 Julie Furrer
 Emidio Busuttil
 John Muscat
 Michael Scerri

Cosimo Arena

Robert Arena

The Arteaga Family

Nestor Bacsafra

Michael Basarich

Cynthia Borcena &  
David Blankenhorn

Emidio Busuttil

Elda Chelotti

Jane Colaco & Family

Joe Cornell

Horace & Audrey Costanza

Jovita Cristobal

Jeanann & Don Davis

The De Guzman Family

Maria Gisela de Guzman

Tirso de Guzman

The Deren & Maxwell Families

Alfredo Diaz & Family

Maria Diaz & Family

The Directo Family

Shirley Elsberry & Family

The Ely & Fairfield Families

Antonio M. Estrada

Gerry & Carl Ferri

Evelyn Freeman & Family

Tom Gorman

The Gugliemo Family

Conchita Guzman & Family

The Halick Family

Ben & Mildred Helling

Jennifer Johnson & Family

Mildred Knodt

Verna Lalli & Family

Fr. David Lawrence

William Leigh

The Limberg Family

Fr. Richard Mangini

Fr. Thomas Martin

William & Lorraine Morrissette

Delma Muñoz & Family

John Muscat

Ketty Nemitz 

The Palmeri Family

Joan Purcell & Family

The Sangalang Family

The Schnick Family

Anna Mae Talarico

Pearl Talarico

Carmen & Virginia Talavera

Diana Tegge & Family

Mathilde Temps

The Teran Family

The Venturino Family

LeRoy & Mary Verna

The Villalba Family

Pat Walsh & Family

B
ecause of Jesus Christ, we believe in the 
Communion of Saints. As we celebrate 
Christmas and bless each other with grace, 

love and gifts, we honor living family members; and 
we remember those who have preceded us to the 
New Life by our Christmas Church decorations and 
flowers.



SAINT BONAVENTURE CATHOLIC CHURCH / IGLESIA CATÓLICA DE SAN BUENAVENTURA December 24, 2017 7

BAUTIZOS 2018 
LUGAR DE BAUTIZO: IGLESIA • LUGAR CLASES: B-1

ENCARGADO: GREGORIO MENCHACA, (925) 826-5102
****PARA INFORMACIÓN SOBRE CLASES, FAVOR CONTACTAR LA OFICINA****

Fecha de Bautizo Hora de Bautizo Fecha de Clase Hora de Clase

Sat 01/13/18 10:00 a.m. Fri 01/12 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 02/10/18 10:00 a.m. Fri 01/26 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 02/17/18 10:00 a.m. Fri 02/09 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 03/10/18 10:00 a.m. Fri 03/02 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 03/24 2:00 p.m. Fri 03/09 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 04/07 12:00 p.m. Fri 03/16 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 04/07 2:00 p.m. Fri 03/23 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 04/21 2:00 p.m. Fri.04/13 7-9:30p.m.

HORARIO DE OFICINA
PADRE OSCAR ROJAS

Teléfono (925) 844-9015
Cerrado para almuerzo de 12:30-1:30pm
Lunes a Jueves: 8:30 a.m. -5:30pm
Viernes: 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

REFLEXIÓN DEL PADRE MAT
Estimados Feligreses:

Hay una historia 
maravillosa que un niño de 
cuatro años de edad contó: 
una noche el despertó 
asustado, convencido 
de que en la oscuridad 
a su alrededor había todo tipo de fantasmas y 
monstruos. Solo corrió a la habitación de sus 
padres. Su madre lo calmó y tomándolo de la 
mano lo llevó de vuelta a su habitación, encendió 
la luz y le aseguró al niño con estas palabras: 
“No tengas miedo, no estas solo, Dios está en la 
habitación contigo.” El niño respondió: ¡Yo se que 
Dios está aquí pero necesito que alguien vivo 
esté también.!

En esencia, la historia nos da la razón de la 
encarnación, así como una excelente definición 
de la misma. Dios se presenta vivo, ya que al 
igual de este niño, nosotros necesitamos a 
alguien vivo. Un Dios que está en todas partes. 
Creemos en lo que se pueda tocar, ver, oír, oler 
y saborear. Dios trata con nosotros a través 
de nuestros sentidos. En la encarnación, Dios 
se hizo físico porque nosotros somos criaturas 
de los sentidos porque en un momento dado, 
necesitamos a un Dios vivo. 

Nosotros somos personas bendecidas porque 
conocemos el amor de Dios y por ser invitados a 
permanecer siempre en su medio.

La celebración de la Navidad nos invita a 
reflexionar sobre el mayor regalo de Dios para 
nosotros:

“Su hijo un regalo impulsado por el amor grande 
de Dios para nosotros.”

Los primeros en adorar y llevar regalos al 
Niño recién nacido fueron los pastores. Como 
pastores del siglo XXI ¿Qué le vamos a ofrecer 
como regalo? Que su regalo generoso a su 
parroquia exprese su adoración a Cristo, el Hijo 
de Dios.

Un regalo de Navidad de fin de año es su 
oportunidad de ir más allá del apoyo del día a 
día a su parroquia que usted apoya a través de 
los sobres semanales o electrónicamente (EFT). 
Esta es su oportunidad de hacer un regalo que 
produzca una sensación especial de alegría, 
aunque sea un sacrificio genuino.

Gracias por su amable cooperación en todas 
las actividades de la parroquia, su lealtad y 
generosidad. Que Dios pague su amabilidad y 
buena voluntad al bendecir su Navidad y Año 

Nuevo con una abundancia de paz, alegrías 
espirituales y materiales. 

Recuerden que yo los amo, 
Padre Mat. 

FAITH DIRECT

Demos una bienvenida a este otoño donando 
electrónicamente a través de Faith Direct, la 
manera más conveniente y segura para que 
usted pueda hacer su donación semanal a San 
Buenaventura. Sus contribuciones automáticas 
a través de Faith Direct ahorrarán tiempo valioso 
para usted y nuestro personal de la parroquia.

Visite a www.faithdirect.net y usa nuestro 
código de la iglesia: CA725.

¡Gracias por su continuo apoyo a nuestra familia 
parroquial! Dios los bendiga — Fr. Mat Vellankal

MENSAJE DE NAVIDAD-PARA TODA LA 
COMUNIDAD HISPANA 

Padre Oscar Rojas

Hermanas y hermanos 
estamos acercándonos a las 
festividades de la Navidad. 
Hemos podido observar 
alrededor muchas casas 
decoradas con luces de 
diferentes colores y un ambiente de alegría. 
Es un maravilloso tiempo que tenemos que 
aprovechar para disfrutar plenamente esta 
Navidad con amor, alegría y paz. No perdamos 
la oportunidad de vivir esta Navidad con mucha 
alegría y compartiendo con todos nuestros seres 
queridos. Aún es tiempo de acercarnos más a 
Dios con un corazón sencillo lleno de amor y 
de gratitud a Dios. Navidad es un tiempo para 
agradecer a Dios por todas aquellas bendiciones 

que hemos recibido a lo largo de este año; salud, 
trabajo, familia, amigos, económicamente y la 
vida. Hay muchas razones por cuales venir a la 
Santa Misa a dar gracias a Dios y llenar nuestro 
corazón del amor de Dios. Así como las casas 
están bien adornadas e iluminadas también 
hay que iluminar nuestro corazón con Cristo 
que es la luz. Hay que preparar el corazón para 
que nazca en nuestro corazón y que transforme 
nuestra vida. Quizá habrá resentimiento, enojo, 
coraje, envidia, ira, odio, y quizás estas cosas no 
nos dejaran disfrutar plenamente esta Navidad. 
Perdona, experimenta el verdadero amor 
de Dios viviendo plenamente feliz y lleno de 
muchas alegrías. No dejes que el enojo u otras 
situaciones quiten tu felicidad de compartir con 
tu familia y amigos. Ilumina tu corazón con las 
luces del amor, la paz, paciencia, comprensión, 
caridad y felicidad. Que los demás puedan ver tu 
vida iluminada del verdadero amor de Dios. Les 
deseo a todos lo mejor en esta navidad y que el 
Hijo de Dios Nazca en el corazón de cada uno de 
ustedes. Seamos humildes como el niño Dios que 
nace en un pobre y humilde establo. Deja que 
nazca en tu corazón. ¡Se humilde y recíbelo!!! 


