
December 18, 2016 Fourth Sunday of Advent | 18 de diciembre de 2016 Cuarto Domingo de Adviento

Monday thru Thursday – 8:30am – 5:00pm; Friday – 8:30am – 3:30pm 
Lunch Break – 12:30-1:30pm

As disciples at St. Bonaventure, we are committed to know Christ better and make Him better known. To this end we are committed to…
 Keep connected to our parish community
 Nurture the development of our faith and knowledge of Christ
 Offer to share the Holy Spirit’s gifts of time, talent and treasure
 Worship through prayer, Mass and the Sacraments

masses in english/en ingles

Saturday Vigil/Sábado: 5:00 pm

Sunday/Domingo 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 
11:00 am, 5:00 pm

masses in spanish/en español

Domingo: 12:45 pm

daily mass/misa diaria (chapel/capilla)
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday/Lunes, 
Martes, Jueves y Viernes: 9:00 am

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday/Martes, Miercoles y 
Jueves: 6:30 am

communion service/servicios de 
comunión (chapel/capilla)
Monday & Friday/Lunes y Viernes: 6:30 am

Wednesday/Miercoles: 9:00 am

baptism/bautizos

In English: Call the office to begin the process. 
This requires two months preparation. En Español: 
Los Sábados  
10:00 am. Llame a la oficina para hacer arreglos con 
un Sacerdote ó Diácono. Este requiere dos meses de 
preparación.

marriage/matrimonio

Call the office to arrange with a Priest or  
Deacon. This requires six months preparation. 
Llame a la oficina para hacer arreglos con un 
Sacerdote ó Diácono. Este requiere seis meses de 
preparación.

reconciliation/reconciliacíon

In English: Saturdays 3:30 pm (in the church) or by 
appointment. En Español: Llame a la oficina para 
hacer arreglos con un Sacerdote. Por cita.

2016 Giving Tree
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ThoughTs FroM Fr. richard 
PensAmientos De PADre riCArDo 

THANK YOU FROM THE GIVING TREE 
MINISTRY

Thank you all for making this year’s 
Giving Tree a success. Your generosity, 
compassion and support have helped 
to make this a joyous Christmas season 
for over 1200 family members in our 
community.  Each gift sparkled with the 
love God has for all of us. Thank you 
again, as we celebrate the greatest gift of 
all, the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
God Bless. - The Giving Tree Ministry 

CDS ARE HERE!

If you preordered 
CDs and/or want to 
purchase CDs, please 
contact Grace Maes at 
(925) 285-0694. The CD 

includes performances by each of the St. 
Bonaventure choirs and features some 
of our favorite songs, including We Are 
One Body, In the Breaking of the Bread, 
and Go Make a Difference. The cost is 
only $15 each, and all the proceeds go to 
St. Bonaventure Church.  

Parish LiFe ThoughTs 
FroM chrisTa FairFieLd

WHY DO CATHOLICS CELEBRATE 
THREE CHRISTMASES?

CHRISTMAS ONE happened way back 
in the second century as Christians began 
to mark the coming of God into the world, 
probably sometime after the emancipation 
of Christians allowing them to practice 
their religion in an open way. The eastern 
Churches began to choose a January feast 
celebrating the Epiphany, marking  the 
manifestation of Jesus as divine at the visit 
of the Magi, in his Baptism, and in the 
changing of the wine at Cana.

The western churches centered in Rome 
chose to baptize the winter solstice around 
December 25, marking the Sun God 
and the return of the sun, a Roman feast 
celebrating family and the return of hope 
and the exchange of gifts, to be the yearly 
celebration marking the birth of Jesus 
Christ.

Most historians think, according to histor-
ical documents with reference to a Christ 
in Judea, that Jesus was born somewhere 
around the end of the first century before 
the Common Era. At some time, in recal-
culating the western world calendar, a first 
year was begun marking “Anno Domini,” 
that is ‘in the year of Our Lord.’ Western 
calendars no longer use that designation, 
because of our present-day religious plu-
ralism. Actually, we do not know the exact 
day or year of Jesus’ birth.

Christmas One remembers and celebrates 
the Coming of God into our world of 
human history. It is a recognition after the 
fact of having recognized Jesus as the  Son 
of God after his death and resurrection.

CHRISTMAS TWO is what we try 
to celebrate today. Where is Jesus born 
today? In our lives and hearts, of course! 
The Christian Churches keep this quest 
alive, despite all the developments 
of traditions that have become more 
unrelated to Jesus, and to a folklore that 
has nothing to do with the coming of God 
into our experience or lives. Santa Clauses, 

elves, reindeer, winter wonder-lands 
(what about places without Northern 
European winters?) are imaginary scenery 
which would not have been known in first 
century Judea.

Christmas Two seeks to find a Jesus 
Presence and a Jesus Spirituality in life 
today. This is the only place where Jesus 
is born today. While we can give an his-
torical nod at Jesus, it is better to actually 
welcome him in our lives. That takes a 
wish, a desire and making some room and 
time in the weeks before Christmas. That 
is called Advent. We prepare for his com-
ing as well as prepare a Christmas Tree, 
presents, foods, greeting cards and family 
gatherings.

We remember in one of the traditions of 
the Gospel that Jesus was homeless, was a 
refugee in Egypt. He began his life on the 
run. The same realities that accompanied 
Jesus then accompany millions of people 
today. We find Jesus in the reality of oth-
ers. That is a very real place for us to look. 
Whatever we could do to help there, will 
help us to find Jesus in a very important 
way. Charity outside our home and place 
is a very real and important place to find 
Jesus.

Finding Jesus today is the quest of 
‘Christmas Two.’

CHRISTMAS THREE is the least in-
teresting of the three because it has to do 
with our death and the end of our life. 
Christmas Three is meeting the Lord Jesus 
as He introduces us to His Father. Most 
of us do not like to think about that unless 
we have to think about it. That day will 
surely come, and really we should start to 
think about it as quite a moment - to expe-
rience Christmas in all its fullness as it was 
always intended to be, no more fairy tales, 
reindeers, elves, but a God who has always 
loved us and sought us - a real Father, a 
real Love, a real Future. It is something to 
think about. It ought to become our dream 
because it is God’s dream for all of us. 
That will be our final Christmas present.

APPLICANTS FOR DE LA SALLE AND 
CARONDELET

Anyone seeking a letter of 
recommendation from Fr. Mangini 
should fill out the questions on the 
recommendation form, on a separate sheet 
of paper, or give what your answers would 
be. I do not know each applicant well 
enough to fill out the forms. I would be 
happy to interview each applicant. I do not 
write vague letters. Who are you? What do 
you stand for? How much of a Catholic 
and Christian are you? What are your 
goals in life? What kind of service have 
you done for others? What do you want 
to grow up to be? How will Carondelet or 
De La Salle help you to reach that? After 
I see the answers to these questions, I will 
write a letter of recommendation.
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FAITH DIRECT: PARISH EGIVING

In this season of Advent, we are 
continuously preparing ourselves for 
the celebration of Christ's birth. Why 
not help our own parish prepare for 
the coming new year by signing up 
with Faith Direct? By supporting St. 
Bonaventure through Faith Direct, both 
you and our parish can save some time 
and peace of mind this holiday season. 
Already using Faith Direct? Don't forget 
to add your Christmas or End-of-Year 
contributions to your account.

Visit www.faithdirect.net and use our 
church code: CA725

Thank you for your continued support 
of our parish family! 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MON: JGS 13:2-7, 24-25A; PS 71:3-4A, 5-6AB, 16-
17; Lk 1:5-25
TuE: IS 7:10-14; PS 24:1-4AB, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38
WEd: SG 2:8-14 OR ZEP 3:14-18A; PS 33:2-3, 11-
12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45
THu: 1 SM 1:24-28; 1 SM 2:1, 4-8ABCD; Lk 1:46-
56
FRI: MAL 3:1-4, 23-34; PS 25:4-5AB, 8-10, 14; Lk 
1:57-66
SAT: 2 SM 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16; PS 89:2-5, 27, 29; 
Lk 1:67-79
SuN: VIGIL: IS 62:1-5; PS 89:4-5, 16-17, 27 29; 
ACTS 13:16-17, 22-25; MT 1:1-25 [18-25]  
 NIGHT: IS 9:1-6; PS 96:1-3, 11-13; TI 2:11-
14; Lk 2:1-14  
 DAWN: IS 62:11-12; PS 97:1, 6, 11-12; TI 3:4-
7; Lk 2:15-20  
 DAY: IS 52:7-10; PS 98:1-6; HEB 1:1-6; JN 
1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]

LITuRGy & MuSIc

FaiTh ForMaTioN For  
chiLdreN aNd YouTh

BAPTISMS: NOVEMBER 2016

God’s blessings to these children who have 
become Children of God in the Sacrament 
of Baptism

Channing Harper Branich, daughter of 
Christopher and Courtney

Alexander Edward Fargas, son of Mike 
and Alison

Angelo Figueroa, son of Elisa

Aliana Grace Haber, daughter of Ryan

Xiamara Lucia Hernandez, daughter of 
Sonia

Bernadette Kateri Payne, daughter of 
Tom and Jacqui

Connor Stephen Scheib, son of Geoffrey 
and Laura

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASuRE

Weekend of december 10 & 11 
Collection

Goal: $25,440
Actual: $23,659
deficit: (1,781) 

Immaculate Conception: $2,301

2nd Collection 
Religious Retirement: $8,251

Food for Family: 427 (12/6)
EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer)  

included in above figures

STAFF DIREcTORy 
office: 925-672-5800

Fr. richard Mangini, pastor.. .. .. .. .. .. x 2203
rmangini@stbonaventure.net 
Fr. david Lawrence, sj parochial vicar .. x 2221
dlawrence@stbonaventure.net
christa L. Fairfield, parish life director.. x 2205
cfairfield@stbonaventure.net 
William gall, deacon

bgall@stbonaventure.net

HISPANIc MINISTRy
Mariano Preza, deacon  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. x2215
mpreza@stbonaventure.net

LITuRGy & MuSIc
anthony arteaga, director of liturgy  .. x 2230
aarteaga@stbonaventure.net

FAITH FORMATION FOR cHILDREN
Pre-school through Fifth grade Program: 
rosann halick, director .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .  x 2204 
rhalick@stbonaventure.net
debbie schnick, adm. asst.  .. .. .. .. .. .. x 2207
dschnick@stbonaventure.net

JR HIGH AND yOuTH MINISTRy  
(6TH THROuGH 12TH GRADE)
Youth Ministry:
Jacob Perry, director . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .  x 2229
jperry@stbonaventure.net

FAITH FORMATION FOR ADuLTS
eileen Limberg , director of adult faith 
formation and adult initiation.. .. .. .. .. .  x 2217
elimberg@stbonaventure.net

FAcILITIES AND MAINTAINANcE
Frank Palmeri.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. x 2216
fpalmeri@stbonaventure.net

OFFICE CLOSURE

Christmas & 
New Year Holidays:

December 23 
thru 26, 2016

December 30, 2016 
thru January 2, 2017
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chrisTMas FLoWer oFFeriNgs

Many people each year comment on the beauty of the Church and Chapel environment during the Christmas season. Each year 
we use multiple fresh trees and over 100 poinsettias to create a space that celebrates the birth of Christ. This effort can only be 
realized through the generous donations of our parishioners. 

You can honor a loved one either living or deceased with a gift to our Christmas Flower Fund. You may either use the envelopes 
found at the exits of the church, or you may fill out the information found in the bulletin, cut it out and send it (or bring it) to the 
office. What a wonderful way to remember someone special. 

Amount Enclosed 

Donor 

Phone

Address 1

Address 2

Given in Name of

 

eNTraNce access:
All vehicles are to enter the parish parking lot through the 
Clayton Road entrance. The gate at Indiana drive is for 
Exit only. Please do not park on Indiana Drive. 

eXiT:
All vehicles in the southwest (back) lot are to exit through 
the Indiana drive gate. All vehicles in the northeast (front) 
lot are to exit through the Clayton Road exit. Crossing 
over between lots will congest traffic and create a safety 
issue. 

haNdicaPPed ParKiNg:
We have 14 designated Handicapped Parking spaces. We 
know this is insufficient for heavy attendance Masses. 
We encourage those who can walk the distance to park 
accordingly and leave the handicapped spaces for those 
most in need. Your handicap placard must be clearly 
displayed. 

No ParKiNg areas:
• Parking in front of the rectory garage is prohibited. 

• Striped areas at the ends of rows and red curbs anywhere 
on the property are no-parking areas. Vehicles parked in 
these areas may be ticketed and towed. We must observe 
the City Codes that require emergency vehicle access to the 
property. 

• Parking on Farm Bureau property is strictly prohibited. 
Your vehicle may be towed. 

• Our neighbors strongly request that we not park on the 
local streets, since it leaves no parking for their friends or 
family who might be visiting. We encourage you to honor 
their needs. Any car parking in such a way that a residential 
driveway is blocked may be towed.

CHRISTMAS EVE PARKING
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Parish Community News continued on page 6

HEALING THE HEART WORKSHOP 

If you or someone you know is grieving 
the death of a loved one, we’d like to in-
vite you to attend the Healing the Heart 
workshop. It provides a safe place to ex-
press grief and begin healing after the loss 
of a loved one. The loss may have been a 
recent one or a long time ago. The grief 
workshop is a six-week program charac-
terized by trust in prayer, open sharing 
and spirituality. It is a Christ-centered 
program, but you do not have to be a 
member of St. Bonaventure’s parish or a 
Catholic to attend. 

The next grief workshop begins Tuesday 
evening January 24, 2017 from 7:30-
9:00pm at St. Bonaventure Church. The 
workshop is free but registration is re-
quired by January 15, 2017. Please call 
Helene Billeci at (925) 686-4870 for more 
information and to register. 

FaiTh ForMaTioN For aduLTs

Parish coMMuNiTY NeWs

THANK YOU FROM ST. MARY’S 
CENTER-OAKLAND

A big “Thank You” to all the volunteers 
who made the St. Mary’s Dinner in 
Oakland a success on November 27.  We 
are so grateful for our cooks, karen and 
Gary, and all the other workers: Carol & 
Jim Riley, Carol & Pete Chrobak, Claudia, 
Jorge, Neco & Carmen Tejada, Charlotte 
Picallo, Linda Mercader, Jonel Sangalang, 

WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
RETREAT

Keys to Spiritual Freedom: January 27-
29, 2017 at St Claire’s Retreat Center in 
Soquel. Led by Father Joseph kim of the 
San Jose Diocese. The cost is $210. We 
invite you to start your new year off with 
a weekend of prayer, learning and com-
munity. Registration forms available in the 
church office or on the parish website. For 
any questions, call Maureen at 925-360-
1621. 

2017 MEN’S RETREAT 
His Love endures Forever:  
A retreAt witH tHe PsALms

Registration is now open for the 2016 St. 
Bonaventure Men’s Retreat, which will be 
March 3-5 at San Damiano Retreat Center 
in Danville.  Our retreat master will be 
Fr. John Endres of the Jesuit School of 
Theology, who will focus on the psalms 
as resources for individual and communal 
prayer.  For more information, call Peter 
Nixon (925-381-7853) or Matt Remington 
(925-672-4006). Registration forms are 
available online at www.stbonaventure.
net (Parish Ministries – Men’s Spiritual 
Network).

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER

Advent is an opportunity to enter into a 
period of contemplation and reflection 
on the mystery of the Incarnation. In this 
time of parties, shopping, gift wishing and 
too many things on your to-do list, come 
reflect on the blessings in your life. Spend 
some quiet time with God. Join us on 
Tuesdays, 4:05-4:30pm in the Chapel.

Gloria Leigh, Gladys de Guzman and 
our new volunteers, Rose Fong and the 
Lane Family: Liz, Tim and their sons, 
Mateo & Colin.  “Thank you” also to 
the cake bakers and those parishioners 
who donated supplies, bingo prizes and 
made cash donations. The generous cash 
donations allowed us to buy supplies and 
to make a contribution to the St. Mary’s 
holiday gift card fund.

The load is lighter when many pitch 
in to help, so please know that you are 
appreciated!  Watch for our bulletin 
announcement for our next dinner in 
February, 2017.    

WALK FOR LIFE

St. Bonaventure Parish and the knights of 
Columbus are again sponsoring buses to 
take people to the ‘Walk for Life’ in San 
Francisco on January 21, 2017. The buses 
will depart the St. Bonaventure parking 
lot at 9 AM. There will be a nominal fee of 
$15 which will get you a Commemorative 
T-Shirt and a seat on the bus. Contact 
Tom Payne at 925-672-7700 or 925-288-
1412 or email him at thomashpayne@
outlook.com to reserve a seat.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS ANNUAL 
FUND-RAISER. 

The Annual Fund-Raiser event for the 
knights of Columbus will be held on 
Saturday, January 28, 2017. This will be 
the “Second Annual Super Bowl Surf 
& Turf Party”, catered by Wilma Lott 
Catering and served by the knights of 
Columbus. We will be serving great hot 
and cold appetizers, salad, Shrimp Scampi 
and New York Strip Steak. We will 
again have an exciting Dessert Auction, 
numerous big raffle prizes and a live 
auction of such items as a Wine Barrel and 
a one-week vacation opportunity. Please 
come and support the many charitable 
activities of the knights of Columbus, 
such as the 200 new coats given to needy 
families in the Monument Corridor, the 
support given to local seminarians and 
the assistance provided to the parish 
youth programs. These activities are made 
possible by your generous support of our 

LiFe aNd JusTice MiNisTrY

ENGAGING SPIRITUALITY

Are you deeply concerned about our 
world? Are you thirsty for God and hun-
gry for justice? Do you long to be con-
templative and compassionate? Engaging 
Spirituality is a prayerful small-group 
journey that invites us to draw the world 
– with all its beauty and brokenness – 
down into ourselves, to hold it in prayer 
together and to practice living deeply 
and loving broadly. A new group will 
be starting with an opening retreat at 
St. Bonaventure, January 20-21. They 
will meet Tuesdays, 7:00-9:00pm in 
the Rectory Conference Room, from 
January 24 through June 20. If you are 
interested in more information, please 
contact Eileen (elimberg@stbonaventure.
net).

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
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A PEACEFUL & BLESSED  
HOLIDAY SEASON

sanctuary light is lit for
ROBERT ACkERMAN

December 17 to December 23, 2016

SAturDAy, December 17
5:00 Ernesto Dizon
 Robert Ackerman
 Pat O’Brien
 Emidio Busuttil

SuNDAy, December 18
7:30 Blas Franco
 Melana Reme Siu
 Alfred & Christine Rivera
 Patty Fink
9:00 Joey Mangini
 Sansi Delligatti
 Chris Turner
 Florida Nepacena
11:00 St. Bonaventure Community
5:00 Norma Evaristo
 Mercader & Evaristo Families 
 Linda Mercader
 Jose Arguello

mONDAy, December 19
6:30 Communion Service
9:00 Dimitris Argyriou
 Alexander Wallace
 Winifred Mary Wallace
 Jose Arguello

tueSDAy, December 20
6:30 All Cancer Patients 
9:00 Ita Murphy
 Norma Evaristo
 Jose Arguello
 Jocelyn Hart

WeDNeSDAy, December 21
6:30 Communion Service
9:00 Communion Service

thurSDAy, December 22 
6:30  Victims of calamities
9:00 Bob kautilla 
 Marina Fajardo
 Pat Sabatini
 Mike Healy

FriDAy, December 23
6:30 Communion Service
9:00 Norma Evaristo
 Veronica Pardi
 Hercules Pardi
 John Pardi

SAturDAy, December 24
3:00 Jim Grundman
 Pat & Tom O’Brien
 Jack Darcy
 kepris Meletion 
5:30 Alfonso & Cuenco Families
 Patrick Smith & Family
 Hallie Stevens
 Earland Alice Nevers
8:00 Cuenco Family
 Fr. David Lawrence
 Walsh Family
 Luz de Guzman & Family
12:00 Tom keehn
 Carol Ely
 Helenice Dos Pasos

continued from page 5

NEED A NEIGHBOR?
Neighbor-to-Neighbor Ministry is here 
to assist parishioners with temporary, 
minor needs. Those we serve must be 
adults (over 18 years old) and physical-
ly mobile. There are established com-
munity organizations in place to meet 
long-term and other needs.

We Offer:
• Assistance with transportation to the 
parish, the grocery store or doctor. *We 
can assist in finding regular rides to a 
specific Mass or parish offering 
• Assistance with an errand or a light 
task  
• Visiting the sick or homebound

For assistance leave a message 
( 672-5800 x2238. We will pick up 
calls Monday-Friday. Every effort will 
be made to respond within 24 hours of 
the call. Please note that the ministry 
is not designed for immediate or 
emergency needs. It can take a few 
days to locate a volunteer to meet the 
need.

annual fund-raiser. Tickets for this fund-
raising event are available after all the 
Masses during January 2017, and in the 
parish office. Ticket price is $45 per person 
or $40 per person for a table of eight or 
more. Last year’s event was great fun and 
a rousing success. Get your tickets early so 
you won’t be left out!

PREGNANT? NEED HELP?

( 1-800-910-0191, The Gabriel Project

CLAYTON VALLEY COUNSELING 
CENTER (CVCC) AT YOUR SERVICE

For 15 years, CVCC has been serving the 
St. Bonaventure Community. 

ouTside Parish

CONTRA COSTA INTERFAITH 
HOUSING

We’re Off to See the Wizard! Contra 
Costa Interfaith Housing’s (CCIH) annual 
auction gala, Ruby Slippers-There’s No 
Place Like Home is Saturday, February 
4, 2017 at Diablo Country Club. This 
over the rainbow evening includes a silent 
and live auction, dinner, and dancing. 
We are looking for fun and unique items 
for the auctions, as well as wine and gift 
cards to local restaurants and retailers. 
Do you have extra airline miles? Maybe a 
timeshare? We’re open to your ideas! Visit 
http://bit.ly/2dQy0d2 to donate an item 
or, if you have any questions, email elba@
ccinterfaithhousing.org. See you on the 
yellow brick road!
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New Year’s Eve/Mary, Mother of God 
Vigil Mass: Saturday, december 31 
Begin your New Year’s Eve celebration by giving 
thanks to God for all that He has blessed you with 
throughout 2016. This will also be a Vigil Mass for 
the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God.

Mass will be held at 5:00 PM in the church.

New Year’s day/ The Solemnity 
of Mary, Mother of God: Sunday, 
January 1, 2017
We celebrate the motherhood of Mary as well as 
the start of a new calendar year. The title “Mother 
of God” is a western derivation from the Greek 

Theotokos, which means “God-bearer”.  On this 
day, we are reminded of the role 
that the Blessed Virgin played in 

the plan of our salvation. 
Sunday Masses will follow a modified 
schedule and will be held at 8:00 

AM, 10:00 AM, and 12:45 PM 
(Spanish) in the church. There will 
be NO 5:00PM Mass

MeaLTiMe PraYers
Before Christmas Dinner

Leader: Lord Jesus, in the peace of this season our spirits are 
joyful: With the beasts and angels, the shepherds and stars, 
with Mary and Joseph we sing God's praise. By your coming 
may the hungry be filled with good things, and may our table 
and home be blessed.

Together: Bless us O Lord, and these Thy gifts, which we are 
about to receive from Thy bounty through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Advent trAditions
the Creche
St. Francis of Assisi is credited with creating the first nativity 
scene in 1223 at Greccio, Italy in an attempt to place the 
emphasis of Christmas upon the worship of Christ rather than 
upon secular materialism and gift-giving. Staged in a cave, 
St. Francis’ nativity scene was a living one with humans and 
animals cast in the Biblical roles. Such pantomimes became 
hugely popular and spread throughout Christendom. Within 
a hundred years every church in Italy was expected to have a 
nativity scene at Christmastime. Eventually, statues replaced 
human and animal participants, and static scenes grew to 
elaborate affairs with richly robed figurines placed in intricate 
landscape settings. 

The scene is typically composed of figurines depicting the 
infant Jesus resting in a manger, Mary, and Joseph. Other 
figures in the scene may include angels, shepherds, and various 
animals such as a donkey and an ox. The ox traditionally 
represents patience, the nation of Israel, and Old Testament 
sacrificial worship while the donkey represents humility, 
readiness to serve, and the Gentiles. Traditionally, all figures 
are added to the crèche except for the infant Jesus; He should 
be added after midnight on Christmas Eve. 

Nativity scenes usually remain on display until the Feast of 
the Baptism of the Lord on January 10, the official end of the 
Christmas season.

´
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WEEK FOuR AdVENT 2016

Thank you to parishioner Mary Franceschini for writing our Advent Reflections this year.  
You can also sign up to receive the reflections every morning in your email.  Go to the parish 
website: www.stbonaventure.net and sign up through the link on the home page

December 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent

“Therefore, the Lord himself will give you this sign: the 
virgin shall be with child, and bear a son…” Is 7: 14

The royal house of David was threatened by the kings of 
Aram and Israel. But the Lord had promised David, long 
before, that he would preserve his kingdom forever.

Isaiah’s verse of the virgin bearing a child proved timely for 
the young, unmarried woman who became the mother of 
the future king Hezzekiah. 

This promise found fulfillment in another virgin, a young, 
unmarried woman, who would give birth to a king, Jesus 
the Lord. 

The birthday of the King is upon us. May we see signs and 
wonders in our lives in these final days of Advent!

December 19 Monday Advent

“An angel of the Lord appeared to the woman and said to 
her…yet you will conceive and bear a son.” Jgs 13: 3

An angel. A barren woman, from whom was born a male 
child. Does this sound familiar? 

An angel appeared to Zechariah and announced that his 
beloved Elizabeth, who was barren, would bear a son. An 
angel appeared to Mary and announced that she would 
bear a son, although she was a virgin.

God’s love and mercy knows no bounds in the plan of 
salvation. From those we least expect, wondrous things 
happen. 

Aren’t we barren, too, in a way? Are we bringing forth our 
‘fruits’ of mercy, justice, kindness? We all have a place in 
God’s plan of salvation. Even from us, wondrous things can 
happen.

Tuesday December 20 Advent

“…for nothing will be impossible for God.” Lk 1: 37

Can we really let these words envelop us? If it wasn’t 
impossible for God to have a young woman bear a child 
(and without a man), will it be impossible for God to do 
something for us?  

Perhaps we are afraid to ask, thinking that God has enough 
to deal with. Our problems may seem little compared to 
the bigger problems of humanity. But perhaps God doesn’t 
quite see it that way.

We are his children, with our ups and downs, our hems and 
haws. If it isn’t a health problem, it’s a moral one. Maybe 
we have to face tough decisions. Do it this way, it’s bad. 
Do it that way, and it’s still bad. What to do?

We have to learn from Mary. She found herself with 
child, betrothed. Can we imagine the problems she faced? 
Gossip, Joseph’s doubt, the risk of stoning, and surely 
doubt from her parents. 

Yet “nothing will be impossible for God.”

Maybe our problem or problems will be resolved. Maybe 
not. But we have to continue to believe no matter what. If 
our problems aren’t resolved, our God will give us what it 
takes to continue. And that’s already something!?
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Wednesday December 21 Advent

“The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior; He 
will rejoice over you with gladness…” Zep 3: 17

The first two chapters of Zephaniah deal with doom and 
judgment. Stern warnings regarding the infidelities of 
Judah that have quite a lot to do with worshiping idols. 

In our day, our idols may not have anything to do with 
worshiping other deities, but what about power and 
money?  Have we forgotten about those who struggle in 
life, and are faced with a wall that is difficult to surmount? 

What comfort are Zephaniah’s words from Chapter Three!

If we can let go of these ‘idols’ then the words of joy, of 
hope for Zion, regardless of the infidelities, can come to 
pass for us, too. 

“The mighty savior” Jesus is born lowly, but in his little 
body lies a power that no one can imagine. That power will 
prove itself in the miracles of healing, the words of comfort, 
and the final proof of his love, which will be the cross. With 
a few changes in our lives, we, too, can rejoice with Zion!

Thursday December 22 Advent

“…young Samuel was growing in stature and in worth in 
the estimation of the Lord and of men.”  1 Sm 1:26

In Samuel’s story is enclosed the story of three women 
who have much in common, if we pause to reflect. Hannah 
was barren, yet the Lord found favor with her by bringing 
about the birth of Samuel. Elizabeth was barren, and was 
favored with the birth of John. At the same time, Mary, a 
virgin, was given the greatest favor - the birth of Jesus, the 
Son of the Most High God. 

Although Samuel was born centuries before John, these 
little boys shared in their growing up not only stature 
but “in worth in the estimation of the Lord and of men.” 
Samuel became a prophet - a worthy servant of the Lord. 
John, centuries later, prepared the way of the Lord Jesus.

Jesus, in obedience and love towards his Father, prepared 
the way for us to enter his kingdom of love. 

The stories of these women is so similar. Each woman was 
blessed by the Lord in situations that seemed impossible. 
They are the example of what unshakable trust in the Lord 
can do. May we learn from them!

Friday, December 23 Advent

“What, then, will this child be?” Lk 1: 66

We shouldn’t be surprised at the astonishment of Zechariah 
and Elizabeth’s neighbors. Elizabeth, who was elderly 
and barren, was with child; Zechariah became mute; the 
newborn baby boy received an unusual name. What was 
this child to be?

The impossible happened to Zechariah and Elizabeth. The 
Lord performed wonders in the final stage of their lives. 
Their child prepared the way of the Lord, his cousin, Jesus. 

Are we up to letting the Lord do wondrous things in our 
lives? We won’t be struck mute like Zechariah for doubting. 
But let’s be open to the little signs in our everyday life. Who 
knows in what ways the Lord is working in us! 

Saturday December 24 Advent

“…he has visited and brought redemption to his people.”  
Lk 1: 68

Zechariah’s canticle was born of the Spirit - a prayer of 
praise to the Lord for the wondrous things that he had 
done. A child was born. A child who would grow to be 
“the prophet of the Most High.” He would prepare the 
way for the Lord. 

Advent is slowly coming to a close. Once again, we will 
sing Glory to God in the Highest, echoing the song of the 
angels. We will hear of a star, shepherds, the Magi.

To the best of our ability, we have tried to live this time 
in joyful expectation. We have tried to help the needy, 
especially those in our parish. 

May we too sing the canticle of Zechariah!
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Mini Boutique & Bake Sale
Our Classy Crafters are still at their stoves 
and ovens preparing delicious treats for 
our purchase just before Christmas. They 
will also bring back some of the beautiful 
handcrafted items that were seen at the 
November Boutique. The sale will take place 
before and after the Masses on December 
17 and 18. All proceeds will benefit the 
Food Pantry.

Christmas Eve: Saturday, december 24

3:00 PM Early Childhood  

 Christmas Pageant & Mass

5:30 PM Elementary Children’s  

 Christmas Pageant & Mass

8:00 PM Christmas Vigil Mass

12:00 AM  Christmas Midnight Mass

Christmas day: Sunday, december 25

8:00 AM Christmas Day Mass (English)

10:00 AM Christmas Day Mass (English)

12:45 PM   Christmas Day Mass (Spanish)

Christmas Flower Offerings Many people each year comment on the beauty 
of the Church and Chapel environment during the Christmas season. This effort can 
only be realized through the generous donations of our parishioners. You can honor 
a loved one, either living or deceased, with a gift to our Christmas Flower Fund. You 
may either use the envelopes found at the exits of the church, or you may fill out the 
information found in the bulletin, cut it out, and send it (or bring it) to the office. It is a 
wonderful way to remember someone special.
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¿PORQUE LOS CATOLICOS CELEBRAN 
TRES NAVIDADES?

NAVIdAd uNA: apareció hace tiempo 
en el segundo centenario cuando los 
cristianos empezaron a marcar la venida 
de Dios al mundo, posiblemente después 
de la emancipación de los cristianos y los 
dejaron practicar la religión de una manera 
abierta. Las iglesias del Este empezaron 
a escoger la Fiesta de Enero para celebrar 
la Epifanía, marcando la manifestación de 
Jesús como divino en la visita de los tres 
Reyes Magos, en su Bautizo y cuando 
cambió el vino en Cana. 

Las iglesias del Oeste centradas en Roma 
escogieron bautizar el invierno solsticio 
alrededor del 25 de diciembre marcando el 
Dios del Sol y el retorno del sol, la fiesta de 
Roma celebrada en familia y devolviendo 
la esperanza con el intercambio de regalos, 
esto sería una fiesta anual marcando el 
nacimiento de Jesucristo.

Algunos historiadores piensan, de acuerdo 
a documentos históricos con referencia 
a Cristo en Judea, que Jesús nació en 
algún lugar del primer siglo antes de la 
era común. En algún tiempo recalculando 
el calendario del mundo, el primer año 
empezó marcado “Anno Domini” el año 
de Nuestro Señor. Los calendarios del 
Oeste no usan esa designación debido 
a nuestros pluralismos religiosos. En 
realidad, no se sabe exactamente el año del 
nacimiento de Jesús.

Navidad uno recuerda y celebra la de 
Venida de Dios a nuestro mundo de 
Historia Humana. Es un reconocimiento 
después de haber reconocido a Jesús como 
el Hijo de Dios después de su muerte y 
resurrección. 

NAVIdAd dOS: es los que celebramos 
hoy.  ¿Dónde nació Jesús hoy? ¡Por 
supuesto en nuestros corazones y vida! 
Las Iglesias Cristianas mantienen esta 
búsqueda viva a pesar de todas las 

tradiciones que se han vuelto sin relación 
a Jesús y todo el folclor que no tiene 
nada que ver con la venida de Dios en 
nuestras experiencias y vidas. Papa Noel, 
duendecitos, venados, tierra de invierno—
que pasa en los lugares que no tienen 
invierno como el Norte de Europa—son 
escenas imaginarias que no se conocieron 
en el siglo primero de Judea.

Navidad dos busca en la vida de hoy la 
presencia de Jesús y la Espiritualidad de 
Jesús. Este es el único lugar donde hoy 
Jesús nació. Mientras damos un saludo 
de cabeza a la historia de Jesús, es mejor 
que lo recibamos en nuestras vidas. Esto 
es un deseo que lleva espacio y tiempo 
en las semanas antes de Navidad. Esto 
es lo que se llama Adviento. Nosotros 
nos preparamos por su venida al mismo 
tiempo que preparamos el árbol de 
Navidad, regalos, comida, tarjetas y 
reuniones de familia. 

continúa en la página siguiente
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CD’S ESTAN AQUI!

Por favor llame 
a Grace Maes al 
teléfono: (925) 
285-0694 si Ud. 
Compró o desea 
comprar el CD con 
participación de 

los coros de la iglesia. El valor es $15.-
nada mas. Nuestra iglesia se favorecerá 
de las ventas del CD. Gracias por su 
colaboración.

GRACIAS DE PARTE DEL MINISTERIO 
DEL ARBOL DE NAVIDAD:

Gracias por hacer que el árbol este 
año fuese un éxito. Su generosidad, 
compasión y apoyo han contribuido a 
hacer esta una alegre Navidad para más 
de 1200 miembros de  familias en nuestra 

Nosotros recordamos en una tradición 
del Evangelio que Jesús fue desamparado, 
refugiado de Egipto. El empezó su vida 
en el camino. Las mismas realidades 
que acompañaron a Jesús las viven 
hoy millones de personas. Nosotros 
encontramos a Jesús en la realidad de 
otros. Este es un lugar que nosotros 
deberíamos de buscar. Cualquier cosa 
que podamos hacer por ayudar a estas 
personas, nos ayudará a encontrar a Jesús 
de una manera muy importante. 

Encontrar a Jesús Hoy es la búsqueda de la 
Navidad Dos. 

NAVIdAd TRES: es la menos 
interesante de las tres porque tiene que ver 
con nuestra muerte y el final de nuestra 
vida. Navidad Tres es encontrar al Señor 
Jesús cuando nos presenta a Su Padre.  
Alguno de nosotros no nos gusta pensar 
en esto a no ser que estemos obligado a 
hacerlo. 

Lo hacemos cuando tengamos que hacerlo. 
Ese día vendrá por seguro y en realidad 
nosotros deberíamos de pensarlo. Para 
experimentar la Navidad en su total como 
fue el intento, no más   cuentos de hadas, 
duendecitos, venados, sino que un Dios 
que siempre nos ha amado y pensado en 
nosotros—un Padre verdadero que es 
un Amor Real. Es algo que deberíamos 
de pensar. Debería de volverse nuestros 
sueños porque Dios es el sueño de todos. 
Esto debería de ser nuestro último regalo 
de Navidad.   

PEQUEÑA VENTA DE ARTÍCULOS Y 
PASTELERIA 

Nuestros artesanos con clase aún están 
en sus estufas y hornos de preparando 
deliciosos postres para su compra justo 
antes de Navidad. También traen algunos 
de los artículos artesanales hermosos que 
fueron vistos en la Boutique de noviembre. 
La venta tendrá lugar antes y después de 
las misas del 17 y 18 de diciembre. Todo 
lo recaudado beneficiará a la despensa de 
comida.

cierrO De LA 
OFFiciNA

Fiestas de Navidad & 
Año Nuevo:

Del 23 de Diciembre  
al 26, 2016

Del 30 de Diciembre  
al 2 de Enero del 2017

comunidad.  Cada regalo brillaba con el 
amor que Dios tiene para todos nosotros. 
Gracias de nuevo, así como celebramos 
el mayor regalo, el nacimiento de nuestro 
Salvador, Jesucristo. Dios los bendiga. -El 
Ministerio del árbol de Navidad.

CURSOS BÁSICOS E INTERMEDIOS 

 

EL ÉXITO ES UNA DECISIÓN  
 

“Inicia el nuevo año con nuevas habilidades” 

 

 

          DÍA DE CLASES       I     FECHAS DE CLASES   I        HORARIOS  
 

 Curso Básico 
Si  tiene mínimo o nada de conocimiento, aprenderá conceptos básicos,  
como navegar el internet, correo electrónico, uso de librería, copiar, pegar, 
teclear correctamente y mucho más. 
  
 

Lunes y Viernes Enero 9  a  Marzo 17 12:00pm a 2:00pm 

Sábados Enero 14 a Marzo 18 1:00pm a 5:00pm 

 Curso Intermedio 
Introducciones a programas específicos como Word, Excel, Publisher y 
PowerPoint ideal para estudiantes que desean tomar nuestro curso  
avanzado. 
 

  

Lunes y Viernes Enero 9 a Marzo 17 
 
 

9:00am a 11:00pm 
 

 

Sábados 
 

Enero 14 a Marzo 18 8:00am a  12:00pm 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

CURSO AVANZADO 
“Capacitación para el éxito”  

Monument Impact,  es su conexión local de  confianza que proporciona servicios económicos, cívicos y de  salud en la comunidad de Monument. 

monumentimpact.org 

Aprende en tu idioma,  en un ambiente familiar y tranquilo,  con instructores  capacitados,  
pacientes;  siempre listos para apoyarte y motivarte a lograr tus metas. 

(925) 682-8248 ext. 2250 

Curso de 22 semanas 
Martes y Jueves 8:30am  a 2:00pm  

Enero 10  a  Junio 8, 2016 

Incluye 
 Programas de Microsoft Office 2013 

(Word, Excel, PowerPoint y Publisher) 
 Inglés- Nivel Intermedio 

Desarrollo Profesional  

Special thanks to our  wonderful sponsors and supporters 

Interesados presentarse a orientación 
Lunes 12 de Diciembre  

9:00am a 11:00pm 

¡APRENDE MUCHO A UN BAJO COSTO! 
Costos inician tan bajo como $10.00 por semana! 

Ahora con la valiosa colaboración de “Wardrobe for Opportunity” 

Requisito inicial 
Tener conocimientos solidos de 

computación nivel intermedio y la habilidad de 
tener una conversación en Inglés. 

 

¡Hasta que los cupos se agoten! 

Contáctanos para mas información  

Adquiere habilidades para un nuevo trabajo,  
una promoción, manejar tu negocio de  
familia o para continuar tu educación. 

Inscripciones inician Miércoles 14 de Diciembre 
Continúan de Lunes a Viernes - 9:00am a 1:00pm 

2699 Monument Blvd Suite G 
Concord, CA 94520 
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Bautizos 2017
Lugar de Bautizo: igLesia • Lugar cLases: B-1

encargado: gregorio Menchaca, (925) 826-5102
****Para inforMación soBre cLases, favor contactar La oficina****

Fecha de BauTizo hora de BauTizo Fecha de cLase hora de cLase

sat 01/14 10:00 a.m. Fri 01/13 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 01/28 10:00 a.m. Fri 01/20 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 02/04 12:00 p.m. Fri 01/27 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 02/18 10:00 p.m. Fri 02/10 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 03/11 12:00 p.m. Fri 03/03 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 03/25 10:00 a.m. Fri 03/17 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 04/08 12:00 p.m. Fri 03/24 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 05/20 12:00 p.m. Fri.05/12 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 05/27 12:00 p.m. Fri 05/19 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 06/10 12:00 p.m. Fri 06/02 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 06/17 10:00 a.m. Fri 06/09 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 06/24 10:00 a.m. Fri 06/16 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 07/08 10:00 a.m. Fri 06/30 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 07/22 10:00 a.m. Fri 07/07 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 07/29 10:00 a.m. Fri 07/14 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 08/12 10:00 a.m. Fri 07/28 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 08/19 12:00 p.m. Fri 08/11 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 08/26 10:00 a.m. Fri 08/18 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 09/09 10:00 a.m. Fri 09/08 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 09/23 10:00 a.m. Fri 09/15 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 10/14 10:00 a.m. Fri 10/06 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 10/28 10:00 a.m. Fri 10/20 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 11/11 10:00 a.m. Fri 11/03 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 11/18 12:00 p.m. Fri 11/10 7-9:30 p.m.

sat 12/16 10:00 a.m. Fri 12/15 7-9:30 p. m.
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