
March 26, 2017 Fourth Sunday of Lent| 26 de marzo de 2017 Cuarto Domingo de Cuaresma

As disciples at St. Bonaventure, we are committed to know Christ better and make Him better known. To this end we are committed to…
 Keep connected to our parish community
 Nurture the development of our faith and knowledge of Christ
 Offer to share the Holy Spirit’s gifts of time, talent and treasure
 Worship through prayer, Mass and the Sacraments

masses in english/en ingles

Saturday Vigil/Sábado: 5:00 pm 
Sunday/Domingo 7:30 am, 9:00 am,  
11:00 am, 5:00 pm

masses in spanish/en español

Domingo: 12:45 pm

daily mass/misa diaria (chapel/capilla)
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday/Lunes, 
Martes, Jueves y Viernes: 9:00 am 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday/Martes, Miercoles y 
Jueves: 6:30 am

communion service/servicios de  
comunión (chapel/capilla)
Monday & Friday/Lunes y Viernes: 6:30 am 
Wednesday/Miercoles: 9:00 am

baptism/bautizos

In English: Call the office to begin the process. 
This requires two months preparation. En Español: 
Los Sábados  
10:00 am. Llame a la oficina para hacer arreglos con 
un Sacerdote ó Diácono. Este requiere dos meses de 
preparación.

marriage/matrimonio

Call the office to arrange with a Priest or  
Deacon. This requires six months preparation. 
Llame a la oficina para hacer arreglos con un 
Sacerdote ó Diácono. Este requiere seis meses de 
preparación.

reconciliation/reconciliacíon

In English: Saturdays 3:30 pm (in the church) or by 
appointment. En Español: Llame a la oficina para 
hacer arreglos con un Sacerdote. Por cita.
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THOUGHTS FROM FR. RICHARD 
PENSAMIENTOS DE PADRE RICARDO 

PARISH LIFE THOUGHTS 
FROM CHRISTA FAIRFIELD

CELEBRATION OF FR. RICHARD 
MANGINI’S 50TH ORDINATION 
ANNIVERSARY AND RETIREMENT: 
Saturday, June 17, 2017

So you have heard about the great festivi-
ties taking place on Saturday, June 17 and 
you want more details? Here they are:

Cocktails 6:00 p.m., Dinner 7:00 p.m.; 
tickets are $75/person. You may also 
purchase tickets for a table of 10.*  

*Individuals choosing to sit together at 
a table will be required to register at the 
same time to ensure requested seating 
accommodations. Sorry, no exceptions.

Where: Hilton Hotel, 1970 Diamond 
Blvd., Concord 

How and when may I purchase tickets?   
One can now purchase ticket(s) for this 
wonderful event in the following ways:

• If you want to purchase your tickets by 
credit card, you may do so through “Faith 
Direct” by going to the St. Bonaventure 
website:  www.stbonaventure.net/
celebrationevents

 This is the online giving software used by 
our parish. It will enable you to purchase 
tickets by using a credit card. (Credit card 
is the only method you can use to make a 
purchase.) Even if you do not already have 
an account set up as your electronic method 
of contribution to the parish, you can still 
purchase tickets, using a credit card, at “Faith 
Direct” for this event.

• If you prefer to pay by Cash or Check, these 
purchases may take place in the church office 
during regular office hours.

 Tickets will also be available after all 
Masses, April 23 to May7 and May 21. For 
your convenience, you may access and 
complete the required registration form at St 
Bonaventure website: www.stbonaventure.
net/celebrationevents 

Necessary Information in order to 
purchase tickets:
• Name of each attendee
• Contact phone number
• Choice of one dinner entre (Pan Seared 
Salmon, Chicken Caprese, Filet Mignon, 
or Vegetarian.

Any questions please contact, Stephanie 
Pence, (925) 672-5016 or Marie Shockley, 
(925) 672-4129.

A LENTEN REFLECTION: WHAT KIND 
OF GOD DO YOU WANT?

The Catholic Christian life is not a Code 
of Behavior. It is a growing relationship 
with God, who is Father, brother and 
a guiding spirit to us and for us. The 
catechism of my generation focused on 
behavior, on the commandments and 
especially on sexual sins. We were taught 
to be careful and fearful.

God knows that we are incomplete, that 
we could never arrive at the “fullness” of 
what a human life could be. Sin and fear 
are parts of our spiritual DNA, and God 
is fine with that. God has created us to 
be incomplete so that God can make 
us complete. Our incompleteness is the 
door through which God enters.

God never abandons us even when we sin. 
We may abandon ourselves out of some 
false sense that we are not worthy. We do 
have a problem forgiving ourselves, but 
God does not. God cannot be anything 
but understanding, forgiving and merciful 
because God would be denying Himself, 
and we would cease to exist.

Why are we so hard on ourselves? 
Because we were taught to? Because we 
were not affirmed as children? Because 
we were made to feel that way? Humility 
is certainly important. To wake up 
spiritually and to own our steps away 
from God’s steps is important. But more 
important than our steps away are 
God’s steps toward us. St. Paul wrote 
very often that one of Jesus’ great gifts is to 
free us from such self-deprecation.

Keeping church rules and regulations does 
not necessarily bring us any closer to God. 
Last week in one of his daily homilies, 
Pope Francis discouraged us from 
making our souls too small, that the 
Holy Spirit is always trying to enlarge, 
filling our souls and hearts with his love 
and Holy Spirit. Instead of avoiding sins 
and their habits, we need to let God fill 

us with love. We cannot avoid sin, or be a 
good person by simply willing it.

The story of Adam and Eve tells us that. 
Realizing that we are not God is the 
beginning of spiritual wisdom. Realizing 
that not all the goodwill in the world is 
the answer, either, is the beginning of 
wisdom. St. Paul once described each of 
us as “an earthen vessel” that holds the life 
of God. I do not believe that we as a vessel 
can ever be emptied. We would cease to 
exist if that could be. There has been far 
too much emphasis on God as some kind 
of despotic judge who holds our nose 
to the grindstone. There has been too 
much emphasis on God the judge, to the 
deprecation of God as the loving giver of 
the gift of life, physical and spiritual.

We get into this way of thinking that we 
have to meet some expectation that God 
has for us before God will love and take 
care of us. We are always waiting for 
God’s shoe to fall. I believe that God’s 
only expectation is our desire to be 
open. God does the rest. God loves, God 
motivates, God encourages. We don’t 
have to perform well before God will 
love us. All we have to do is ask God to 
love us and inspire us to do what is good 
and right.]

You are welcome to have the God who 
is all judge. I will appreciate the God 
who loves, who lives in my space, who is 
always pushing me forward and forming 
His spirit in my spirit.

Ultimately, there are two things to do in 
our relationship with God: 

1. Thank God at the beginning of each day 
and take God wherever we go. Ask each 
day for that awareness. 

2. Ask God for help and inspiration to 
love as God loves. The spiritual life is 
meant to be simple.

Do these two practices and life will 
change. God is always there to help. 
Open the door and He will help us to 
become a very good person.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

St. Bonaventure 60th Anniversary— 
Fr. Richard’s 50th Ordination 
Anniversary—Retirement

There are a number of liturgical 
celebrations and events occurring this 
year to acknowledge the Retirement, 
Ordination Anniversary of our beloved 
Fr. Richard, and St Bonaventure’s 60th 
Anniversary. Following is a listing for 
your information. Please check our

PARISH DIRECTORY UPDATE

Good news - the second and final proof 
of our 2016 Parish Directory is back in the 
hands of Lifetouch. Lifetouch will do their 
magic and produce our beautiful hardback 
directory. Their turnaround time is 30 
business days, so the estimated shipping 
time will be the first part of March. With 
that date in mind, our plan is to have the 
distribution after all Masses the week 
end of March 18/19 and 25/26. The 
directories will also be available in the 
church office during regular hours. For 
those parishioners who are interested in 
purchasing a directory, a limited number 
of directories will be available and the cost 
will be $10.00. You can purchase it at the 
Parish Office after March 26.

Thanks to all of you who were able to 
partake in the 2016 Parish Directory. The 
committee hopes you will be pleased with 
this edition. Special thanks goes out to the 
committee and all the angels who helped 
with the hosting at the portrait sessions. 
We couldn’t have done it without you.

FAITH DIRECT: PARISH EGIVING

Fast. Pray. Give up your Envelopes! 
We invite you to help your parish save 
money by giving up your offertory 
envelopes this Lent! Enrolling with Faith 
Direct will provide St. Bonaventure with 
consistent support and simplify your 
giving without the wasteful envelopes. 

LITURGY & MUSIC

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
MONDAY: IS 65:17-21; PS 30:2, 4-6, 11-13B; JN 
4:43-54
TUESDAY: EZ 47:1-9, 12; PS 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; JN 
5:1-16

WEDNESDAY: IS 49:8-15; PS 145:8-9, 13CD-14, 
17-18; JN 5:17-30

THURSDAY: EX 32:7-14; PS 106:19-23; JN 5:31-47

FRIDAY: WIS 2:1A, 12-22; PS 34:17-21, 23; JN 7:1-
2, 10, 25-30

SATURDAY: JER 11:18-20; PS 7:2-3, 9BC-12; JN 
7:40-53

SUNDAY: EZ 37:12-14; PS 130:1-8; ROM 8:8-11; 
JN 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33B-45]

INVITATION TO VOLUNTEERS

HOSPITALITY WEEKEND MINISTRY 
NEEDS HELP!

We need help at the 9AM Mass serving 
coffee and/ or juice and refilling food 
trays for the 11AM Mass.  If you like 
to serve and at the same time meet our 
parishioners, this is the ministry for you. 
If interested, please call Stan 925-889-
9229. Thank you.

Join us in giving up envelopes this Lenten 
season! Follow the link below to quickly 
enroll in eGiving to St. Bonaventure.

To enroll, just go to www.faithdirect.
net or download the free app and use our 
church code: CA725.

Thank you for your continued support of 
our parish family!

NEED A NEIGHBOR?

Neighbor-to-Neighbor Ministry is here to 
assist parishioners with temporary, minor 
needs. Those we serve must be adults (over 
18 years old) and physically mobile. There 
are established community organizations in 
place to meet long-term and other needs.

We Offer:
• Assistance with transportation to the 
parish, the grocery store or doctor. *We can 
assist in finding regular rides to a specific 
Mass or parish offering 
• Assistance with an errand or a light task  
• Visiting the sick or homebound

For Assistance Leave a Message at 672-5800 
x2238. We will pick up calls Monday-Friday. 
Every effort will be made to respond within 
24 hours of the call. Please note that the 
ministry is not designed for immediate or 
emergency needs. It can take a few days to 
locate a volunteer to meet the need.
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FAITH FORMATION FOR CHILDREN

LIFE AND JUSTICE

VACATION BIBLE CAMP - JULY 17-21, 

What’s all the buzz 
about? Do you have 
lots of imagina-
tion?   Do you like 
to build and create?  

Well, we are gearing up for an amazing 
Bible Camp and we want you to bee a part 
of it!   The excitement is building for the 
best week of the summer!   So save these 
dates for a Bible adventure with God!   
Great bible stories, delicious snacks, cre-
ative crafts, team-building games and so 
much more!!!  You need to put all the 
puzzle pieces together, make the connec-
tion and stay tuned for the theme - it’s go-
ing to be super fun! 

We are All Created by God and Built 
for a Purpose!

CREW OPEN HOUSE

Come and experience Venture Crew 444’s 
Open House.

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 – 6:30 p.m. – 
7:30 p.m. in Room B5, St. Bonaventure 
Catholic Church, 5562 Clayton Road, 
Concord.

Venturing is a coed program for youth 13 
who have completed the 8th grade, or ages 
14 to 21. 

For more information contact crew444@
astound.net. You can also go to www.
scouting.org/venturing.

FAITH FORMATION FOR ADULTS

WHAT DOES SANCTUARY LOOK LIKE 
TODAY?

Pope Francis calls upon us to respond to 
the needs of our brothers and sisters who 
are forced to leave their homes to survive 
the dangers they face. Come and join 
us to learn why we need sanctuary and 
understand the root causes of migration. 
Presented by Rev. Deborah Lee, Director 
of the Interfaith Movement for Human 
Integrity and Suzanne Llewellyn, 
MDUUC on Friday, March 31 at Christ 
the King Parish Hall (199 Brandon Rd, 
Pleasant Hill) 7:30-9:00pm.

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER

Lent has begun. Many people “give up” 
things during Lent. This is OK, but what 
God really asks of us is to come closer to 
him and to make improvements in our 
lives that better reflect God’s grace in the 
world. Contemplative prayer is offered 
in the Chapel on Tuesdays, 4:05-4:30pm. 
Come and add some quiet time to your 
life where you are present to God and give 
thanks for the blessings we receive.

BILL SEEKS TO REDUCE CHILDHOOD 
POVERTY BY 50%

The California Catholic Conference 
(CCC) is closely monitoring and eager to 
follow Assembly Bill 1520, the ’Lifting 
Children and Families Out of Poverty 
Act’, by Assemblywoman Autumn Burke.

AB 1520, which is sponsored by GRACE 
(Gather, Respect, Advocate Change, 
Engage), commits the Legislature to a 
goal of reducing childhood poverty by 
50 percent over the next 20 years and 
provides a comprehensive framework of 
research-backed solutions to achieve it. 

According to a study by the Stanford 
Center on Poverty and Equality, 
California has the highest poverty rate in 
the nation at 23.4 percent, and the poverty 
rate for children is even higher at 25.1 
percent.  

In a released statement, Assemblymember 
Burke called California’s 2 million 
children who live in poverty “frankly 
embarrassing.”

“We have the 6th largest economy in the 
world, yet we have so many children living 
under the conditions of poor schools, 
unsafe neighborhoods, and a lack of 
economic mobility. No child should face 
these odds,” said Assemblywoman Burke. 
“As a mother and an Assemblywoman, 
I cannot begin to fathom that we have 
accepted to have 2 million children living 
in poverty. AB 1520 will analyze current 
funding and create stronger responsibility 
mechanisms to ensure that we fully invest 
in programs that lift our families out of 
poverty and put the American Dream 
within their reach.”

AB 1520 requires the Legislature to invest 
in programs proven to significantly reduce 
child poverty, including child care and ear-
ly childhood education, home visiting pro-
grams, after school and summer programs, 
work force development, Medi-Cal ex-
pansion, affordable housing, expansion of 
the California Earned Income Tax Credit, 
CalWORKS increases, and Investment in 
Promise Zones.

Expert analysis has found over time 
that this approach will ultimately save 
taxpayers money in healthcare and social 
services, reduce overcrowded prisons, 
decrease child abuse, and cut the number 
of children living in poverty by 50 percent. 
Experts estimate an over 2:1 return on 
investment.

 “AB 1520 is ground breaking legislation 
that changes the way California does 
business,” said Conway Collis, CEO 
of GRACE, a sponsor of AB 1520, 
and former Chair of the State Board of 
Equalization. “California is committing 
to reduce child poverty and adopting 
mechanisms to measure and monitor its 
success. The fact is that poverty at this 
level will eventually overwhelm the state 
budget. Reducing child poverty helps 
everyone.”  Visit the CCC’s Legislation 
page for the latest on this and other bills. 
(www.cacatholic.org)

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Weekend of March 18 & 19 Collection
Goal: $25,440

Actual: $26,713
Over: $1,273

Food for Family: 144 (3/14)
EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer)  

included in above figures
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Parish Community News continued on page 6

PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS

HOSPITALITY WEEKEND: APRIL 1 & 2

Thank you to the parishioners and 
volunteers who have donated to this fine 
ministry.

After the 5pm Saturday Mass, we have 
wine, soda, cheese, cookies, and crackers. 
After the 7:30am, 9am, and 11am Masses, 
there will be coffee, juice, donuts, and 
bagels. All are welcome!

BLOOD DRIVE

The Knights of Columbus are host-
ing a Community Blood Drive for the 
American Red Cross on Saturday, April 
1 in the Large Hall from 10 AM to 4 
PM. In order that the process be efficient 
and effective, we are asking that you 
schedule an appointment. Appointments 
can be scheduled at 15-minute in-
tervals by calling 1-800-Red Cross 
(800-733-2767), by logging on to the 
RedCrossBlood.org website and enter-
ing Sponsor Code: St. Bonaventure, or 
by calling Denis Thomson at 925-673-
0720. Drop-ins will be welcome that 
day, but there may be a wait while cli-
ents with an appointment are handled 
first. Every day in the U.S. roughly 
44,000 pints of blood are needed. That 
means nearly every two seconds some-
one needs blood. Every donation may 
help save up to three lives. Won’t you be 
part of this life-saving journey? 

CLASSY CRAFTERS DONATIONS 
REQUEST

Vacation season is coming up soon.  As 
you enjoy your journeys to exotic ports 
both near and far, please remember the 
Holiday Boutique.  A bottle of wine 
for the wine pull ($30 minimum), an 
imported liquor would be a nice raffle or 
silent auction item. Or perhaps a unique 
piece of jewelry from your travels?  The 
possibilities are as endless as your vacation 
dreams.  Whether your travels take you 
near or far, we’ll be here to gratefully 
accept your donations.  Call Gerry Ferri 
925-709-5404.

ANNUAL PARISH FAMILY CAMPING 
AT TAHOE - 2017

The dates are set for the annual family 
camping trip: Sunday, August 6th 
through Sunday, August 13th, Sugar 
Pine Point State Park, Lake Tahoe. The 
cost will be $130 for the week – same as 
last year. Plan your vacation week and 
come join us. Come for a few days or the 
entire week and relax with the family. 
Call Piedad or Kathy today to hold 
your spot for this year’s fantastic week 
of family fun, rafting, hiking, etc. Please 
call Piedad (Pie) Fracasso ( 864-4748 or 
Kathy Riso ( 212-3579 for more details 
and/or to make your reservation.

“HARANA”, THE MOVIE 
(The Search for the Lost Art of 
Serenade); Saturday, April 22, 7:30pm

The Filipino-American Ministries of St. 
Bonaventure Catholic Community and St. 
Francis of Assisi Church proudly present 
“Harana ” at St. Bonaventure Church, 
5562 Clayton Road, Concord. Cost: $15 
for adults; $10 for ages 7-17; free for ages 6 
& under. Ticket info: 925-207-1608, 925-
682-5447, 925-585-2613

Net proceeds benefit St. Bonaventure & 
St. Francis of Assisi Church.



SAINT BONAVENTURE CATHOLIC CHURCH—IGLESIA CATÓLICA DE SAN BUENAVENTURA
March 26, 2017 Fourth Sunday of Lent — 26 de marzo de 2017 Cuarto Domingo de Cuaresma

6

continued from page 5
OUTSIDE PARISH

CARONDELET’S ‘SWING FOR SCIENCE’

Carondelet’s annual Swing for Science 
golf tournament is back! This event 
features a 19th hole premium hosted 
cocktail reception, an exciting wine-and-
sport filled silent auction and a delicious 
clubhouse banquet awards dinner. Join 
us on Monday, April 24 at Blackhawk 
Country Club, Danville. All of the 
proceeds from the event will benefit 
STEM education at Carondelet. For 
tickets visit: www.carondeleths.org/golf. 

CALLING ALL WOMEN! 

Magnificat SOTI, a Ministry 
for Women invites you 
to join them at a Prayer 
Breakfast; April 1, 9:30-
12:30, Crowne Plaza, 45 
John Glenn Drive, Concord

*Please note that we are returning to the 
Crowne Plaza!

Please join us in welcoming Sonja 
Corbitt as our speaker! Sonia, the well-
known talk show host of the Bible Study 
Evangelista, is a Southern girl with the gift 
of storytelling! She is also the best-selling 
author of Unleashed and many bible study 
materials that “give you a bite of spinach 
that tastes like cake”!

Bring your bibles and come join us as Sonja 
shares her message to “love and lift all 
you’ve been given.”

Tickets are $33/$40 after March 25. Go 
to www.magnificatsoti.org for more 
information about our guest and tickets 
or call Jennifer at 503 709 8449 for 
reservations.

sanctuary light is lit for
MARCELINO DOMINGO

March 25 – March 31, 2017

Victims Of 
Violence 

SATURDAY, MARCH 25
5:00 Tom & Pat O’Brien
 Marcelino Domingo
 Coulter Claeys
 Norma Evaristo

SUNDAY, MARCH 26
7:30 Guinn Hart
 Helen Fontana
 Michael Healy
 “Babe” Castillo 
9:00 St. Bonaventure Community
11:00 Emily Crescencio
 Carter Whitlatch
 Lauren Judge
 Leonardo and Ruby Valencia
5:00 Araceli Pongrel
 Souls in the Purgatory
 Gen and Partia Marquez
 Catherine Abcede

MONDAY, MARCH 27
6:30 Communion Service
9:00 Norm Ponti
 Jan and Brian Smith
 Yvonne Jones
 Stephanie Aguiar

TUESDAY, MARCH 28
6:30 Food Pantry Volunteers
9:00 Matthew Morrigan
 Carmen Ong
 Romeo N. Coloyan
 Precop Colaco

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29
6:30 Communion Service
9:00 Communion Service

THURSDAY, MARCH 30
6:30  The Pastoral Staff
 Fr. Richard Mangini
9:00 Manuel Berlanga
 Fr. Thomas Martin 

FRIDAY, MARCH 31
6:30 Communion Service
9:00 Mary Moutinho
 Encarnacion Malasarte
 Jesus Morena Diaz

SATURDAY, APRIL 1
5:00 St. Bonaventure Community

CLAYTON VALLEY COUNSELING 
CENTER (CVCC) AT YOUR SERVICE

For 15 years, CVCC has been serving 
the St. Bonaventure Community. The 
Counseling Center, with licensed thera-
pists, serves individuals, couples and 
families, and prepares engaged couples 
for marriage using the well-established 
Prepare Program. ( 925-210-6176.

PREGNANT? NEED HELP?

( 1-800-910-0191, The Gabriel Project

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK



A Lenten Reference Guide

ECUMENICAL LENTEN SOUP 
SUPPER

Monday, March 27 at 6:30pm

Oglesby-Close Hall at Concord United 
Methodist Church

For the past two years, we have joined 
together in prayer at various opportunities 
through the year with some local Christian 
communities. During this Lenten Season, 
we wanted to provide an opportunity to 
get to know our fellow Christian brothers 
and sisters in a more social setting. Concord 
United Methodist Church will be hosting an 
Ecumenical Lenten Soup Supper with time for 
informal conversation and guided discussion 
surrounding Lenten Prayer and Spiritual 
Practices. Soup and Bread will be provided. 
Those who attend are asked to bring a salad to 
share with their table of about eight people as 
part of the potluck component of this dinner. 
Please join us! Concord United Methodist 
Church is located at 1645 West Street, 
Concord.

Please pray for our Elect and those 
preparing to be fully initiated into the 
Catholic Church in these final days of 
their preparation: 

Gary Boswell
Abdoul Fofana
Stewart Lehman

Christopher McFerran
Malik Rodriguez

Michael Rodriguez
Marco Sanchez
Kristen Spillner
Heather Zamora 

The Scrutinies, which are solemnly celebrated on 
Sundays and reinforced by an exorcism, are rites for self-
searching and repentance and have above all a spiritual 
purpose. The Scrutinies are meant to uncover, then heal 
all that is weak, defective, or sinful in the hearts of the 
elect; to bring out, then strengthen all that is upright, 
strong and good. Although those preparing for Baptism 
participate in the Scrutiny, the questions and prayers 
could apply to all of us. The second Scrutiny refers to the 
Gospel of “The Man Born Blind” and will be celebrated 
at the 7:30am Mass this Sunday.

Scrutiny
The Second



A Lenten Reference Guide

Ezekiel’s visions of flowing 
streams, living creatures, fish, and 
fruit trees speak of a paradise. 
Perhaps we can equate this vision 
to our spiritual life. The temple is 
Jesus and we drink of his living 
water. By drinking of this wa-
ter, we can produce good deeds in 
abundance. Our good deeds can 
“flow” to reach the dry desert of 
hardened hearts, and they in turn, 
refreshed, can do the same to oth-
ers. The water will continue to 
flow and who knows where it will 
reach…

March 29 Wednesday

“For the Lord comforts his people 
and shows mercy to his afflicted.” 
Is 49: 8-15

Isaiah, the great religious leader, 
brought comfort and reassur-
ance to his wayward people. He 
strived to remind them to remain 
faithful to the Lord God. They 
were promised that they would 
not be forgotten, just as a mother 
would not forget her child. Even 
if she did forget, the Lord God 
would not forget his children.

Sometimes, the situations of our 
lives can make us wonder if God 
has forgotten about us. We have 
our struggles, either personal or 
within our families. It’s natu-

March 26 FOURTH SUNDAY OF 
LENT

“Live as children of light…” Eph 
5: 8-14

When we read this passage, we 
are reminded by Saint Paul what 
happens when we live as chil-
dren of light and not of darkness. 
Goodness, righteousness, and 
truth abound. Anyone who has 
turned away from sin can attest to 
this, and Lent is the perfect time 
to make this turnaround.

Lent is the perfect time, or we can 
also say, “the acceptable time” 
for a complete makeover. It’s un-
like any makeover that televi-
sion can show us. It costs us noth-
ing but the time we spend in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. No 
other makeover can match.

March 27 Monday

“For Jesus himself testified that a 
prophet has no honor in his native 
place.” Jn 4:43-54

After having met the Samaritan 
woman, Jesus continued to 
Galilee. Because of her, many 
came to believe. No doubt it 
pained Jesus that those who were 

Thank you to parishioner Mary Franceschini for writing our Lenten 
Reflections this year.  Every week there will be a center pullout in the 
Bulletin with the reflections, events and other information that apply to 

the upcoming week and beyond.  You can also sign up to receive the reflections 
every morning in your email.  Go to the parish website: www.stbonaventure.net 
and sign up through the link on the front page.

despised by the Jews had come to 
believe in him while many Jews, 
his own people, couldn’t accept 
him. 

Nothing has changed much since 
Jesus’s time. How is it that those 
whom we think unworthy are the 
ones who have unlimited faith in 
him? They haven’t been baptized 
into the church, and yet their 
unshakable faith puts us, who 
have been baptized, to shame. 
Shouldn’t we do some soul search-
ing?

March 28 Tuesday

“Along both banks of the river, 
fruit trees of every kind shall 
grow; their leaves shall not 
fade…” Ez 47: 1-9, 12

Ezekiel was the first prophet to 
preach in Babylon, having been 
among the exiles deported there. 
He prepared his people for the 
time that Jerusalem would be 
destroyed. No one believed him 
until Jerusalem was indeed de-
stroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. But 
after this, he spoke of the prom-
ise of salvation and how to ob-
tain it. He had visions, and one 
of them showed the temple with 
flowing streams, all kinds of liv-
ing creatures, fish, and fruit trees. 
Abundance.
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ral that we just want to give up. 
Maybe that’s good, but not in the 
sense of defeat. Rather let’s “give 
up” our doubts and fears to God. 
Maybe not right away, but slowly 
these doubts and fears will be 
transformed by God’s love and 
mercy. As the Lord God comfort-
ed his children of ages ago, he will 
comfort us.

March 30 Thursday

“But you do not want to come to 
me to have eternal life.” Jn 5: 31-
47

Jesus had cured a man who was 
ill for many years at the pool 
of Bethesda. This was already 
enough to rile some Jews, but 
to have performed this miracle 
on the Sabbath was more than 
enough for them. Jesus, in a calm, 
but firm way admonishes them. 
In the end, he tells them that it’s 
not just the scriptures that will 
save them, but he himself, the Son 
of God.

The laws of the Jews were all 
right in themselves, but the prob-
lem lay that they were taken to 
the extreme. Both the sick man 
and Jesus broke the law because 
they “worked” on the Sabbath. 
Never mind that this poor man 
was in desperate need of help and 
that Jesus was moved with pity for 
him. With this mindset, the Jews 
failed to recognize Jesus as the 
Son of God and that he had come 
to give eternal life. It takes more 
than the scriptures.  

March 31 Friday

“Let us beset the just one, because 
he is obnoxious to us;” Wis 2:1a, 
12-22

The words from the book of 
Wisdom are harsh. Yet, that is 
what happened to Jesus, the “just 
one.” He was derided, betrayed, 
unjustly sentenced, whipped so 
that his flesh was torn, and then 
crucified. He went through all 
of this because his words stung 
many Jews who were so filled 
with pride. He had come to save 
sinners, and they were in that lot, 
too, but they refused to admit it.

Sometimes our actions, even if 
good, can cause us to become filled 
with ourselves. There is noth-
ing wrong in feeling pride for an 
achievement, but we have to let 
it go. If we don’t, we risk looking 
down on others, and that’s when 
we fall into sin. Jesus came to save 
sinners, and like it or not, that 
means us, too.

April 1st Saturday

“But, this crowd which does not 
know the law, is accursed.” Jn 7: 
40-53

Some people in the crowd lis-
tening to Jesus called him the 
Prophet, the Messiah. Others had 
doubts of his lineage. The guards 
admitted that no one had ever 
spoken like Jesus. This was un-
thinkable to the Pharisees, and the 
crowd was therefore accursed. 

There is a little irony in this pas-
sage. The “accursed,” the lowly 
ones, the ones who were ignorant 
of the law, recognized Jesus. The 
“knowledgeable” ones didn’t. 
Sometimes, the people that we be-
lieve to be ignorant because they 
lack an education can very well 
teach us truths. A diploma or a 
degree doesn’t necessarily make a 
person educated, because a paper, 
no matter how fancy, is still a pa-
per. Real “knowledge” lies in the 
core of a person. 
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CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICE (CRS)  
RICE BOWL

For more than 40 years, CRS Rice 
Bowl has been a Lenten faith-in-
action program for families and 
faith communities.  Growing up, I 
remember the bowls that sat in the 
center of our kitchen table.  One meal 

a week would be a “simpler meal” and the money 
saved would be put in the bowl. On Palm Sunday, 
we’d bring the bowl back to church and see the pile 
stack up.  Stewardship is more than talent and time.  
It also includes treasure.  Together, we can make 
a difference in our community and in our world.  
Twenty-five percent of everything collected is kept 
in the diocese for programs where we live.  Our 
own St. Vincent de Paul chapter has been a recent 
recipient. Give up one latte a week and put the extra 
change in the rice bowl – lead your children by your 
own good example.

Every week, CRS introduces us to a family and 
recipe from the different countries that benefit from 
Rice Bowl.  March 26-April 1 we Encounter Maria 
from Mexico.  Maria de la Luz remembers what it 
was like growing up in Ejido Hidalgo, Mexico. “We 
said we were rich because we had a lot of corn, beans 
and animals.” But now, with few jobs and even less 
rain, young people – including Maria’s children – are 
leaving the community in search of a better life.

To help families like Maria’s, CRS launched a 
greenhouse project empowering women with 
meaningful work and creating community. Women 
visit their community greenhouses to grow cactuses 
to sell – but also go for so much more. “At the 
greenhouses, we laugh, we talk, we spend time 
together. Sometimes we leave our homes angry or sad. 
But then we start working with plants, and we forget 
our problems for a while.” As the cactuses grow, so 
do the economic opportunities.

PRAYER OF BLESSING FOR A 
MEAL DURING LENT
O God of mercy and compassion, with humil-
ity of heart we ask your blessing on the meal 
we are about to share. During this season 
of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving may we be 
inspired to share our gifts with the needy. May 
the sharing of this meal urge us on to work 
tirelessly to bring your word of comfort to all 
who seek meaning and direction in their lives. 
Bless us, the food we are about to receive, 
those who prepared it, and the friendships we 
share. We ask this in the name of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, who is Lord forever and ever. 
Amen.

Friday Lenten Prayer Offerings
On Friday evenings, we are providing a variety of prayer opportunities; 
some traditional, some with a more contemporary feel. We invite you to 
join us to experience God’s invitation in a different manner each week.

The Knights of Columbus will host a simple Soup dinner on the Fridays 
in Lent in the Large Hall. Dinner will begin at 6:30pm and precede the 
Stations of the Cross. A Holy Spirit offering will be accepted.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
March 31 @ 7:30 PM: Stations of the Cross Against Violence

In the Passion, Jesus laid bare the way that God’s children have used the 
death of the innocent to distance themselves from their own dependence 
on violence. By removing the scales from our eyes, Jesus has broken 
forever the power of violence in our lives. We will never again be able to 
convince ourselves that we can save ourselves by violence without some 
lingering concern for those who die. Without our blindness to the cost to 
the victim, violence doesn’t offer the salvation it once did. Instead, we have 
no choice but to rely on the one thing that does save us, God’s mercy.

April 7 @ 7:30 PM: The Scriptural Way of the Cross w/ the Resurrection 
Choir & Friends

 
 
April 9: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord  
Note change in Mass schedule for Sunday
Saturday ~ English: 5:00pm

Sunday ~ English: 7:00am, 9:00am, 11:00am, & 5:00pm

Sunday ~ Spanish: 12:45pm

LENTEN REGULATIONS ON  
FAST AND ABSTINENCE

Abstinence from meat is observed on Ash 
Wednesday, Good Friday and all the Fridays of 
Lent by all Catholics 14 and older.

Fasting is observed on Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday by all Catholics who are 18 years 
of age but not yet 59. Those bound by this rule 
may take only one full meal. Two smaller meals 
are permitted as necessary to maintain strength 
according to one’s needs, but eating solid foods 
between meals is not permitted.
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REFLECCION DE CUARESMA ¿QUE 
CLASE DE DIOS TU QUIERES?

La vida de un Cristiano Católico no es 
un código de comportamiento. Es una 
relación que crece entre Dios, que es el 
Padre, hermano y un guía espiritual para 
nosotros. El catecismo de mi generación 
se enfocaba en el comportatimento de 
los mandamientos y especialmente en 
los pecados sexuales. A nosotros nos 
enseñaron a tener miedo y ser cuidadosos. 

Dios sabe que no somos completos, que 
nunca llegaremos hacer completos a lo 
que la vida humana deberia ser. Pecado 
y miedo son parte de nuestra DNA 
spiritual y Dios está bien con ésto. Dios 
nos ha creado incompletos para hacernos 
completos.

Nuestra incompetencia es la Puerta por 
donde Dios entra. 

Dios nunca nos abandona aun cuando 
pecamos. Nosotros nos abandonamos 
por un sentido falso de que no somos 
merecedores. Nosotros tenemos el 
problema de perdonarnos a nosotros 
mismos pero Dios si lo hace. Dios 
no puede ser mas que entendernos, 
perdonarnos y misericordioso porque 
Dios se negaria asi mismo y nosotros 
dejariamos de existir.

¿Porque nosotros somos muy duros 
con nosotros mismos? ¿Porque asi nos 
enseñaron? ¿Porque cuando niños no nos 
apoyaron? ¿Porque nos hicieron sentir de 
esta manera?  Ciertamente la Humildad 
es importante. Despertar espiritualmente 
y ser dueño de nuestros pasos lejos de 

los pasos de Dios es importante. Pero es 
mejor que los pasos de Dios esten cerca 
de nosotros. San Pablo escribió muchas 
veces que uno de los regalos de Jesús fue 
librarnos de nuestra depreciación. 

Mantener las reglas y regulaciones de 
la iglesia no nos lleva cerca de Dios. La 
semana pasada el Papa Francisco en una 
de las homilias diarias nos desanimo a que 
hagamos nuestras almas muy pequeñas, 
que el Espiritu Santo siempre esta tratando 
de agrandárnolas, llenando nuestras almas 
y corazones con su amor y el del Espiritu 
Santo. En lugar de evitar los pecados y 
sus habitos nosotros necesitamos dejar 
que Dios nos llene con su amor. Nosotros 
no podemos evitar el pecado o ser una 
persona buena simplemente por quererlo.

{La historia de Adam y Eva nos dice 
que: Realizando que nosotros no somos   
Dios es el principio de una vision 
spiritual. Realizando que no toda buena 
voluntad en el mundo es la respuesta ni 
el principio de la sabiduria. San Pablo 
una vez nos describió como “ una 
nave de tierra” que sostiene la vida de 
Dios. Yo no creo que nosotros como 
nave podríamos estar vacias. Nosotros 
dejariamos de existir si esto fuero cierto. 
Ha habido mucho enfasis en que Dios 
es como un juez que nos tiene de la 
nariz como una piedra de afilar. Ha 
habido mucho enfasis en Dios el juez en 
lugar del Dios que nos ha dado el regalo 
de la vida física y spiritual. 

Nosotros llegamos en esta manera 
pensando que tenemos que encontrar 
unas especulaciones que Dios esta por 
nosotros ante Dios con amor y cuidarnos. 
Nosotros siempre estamos esperando que 
se le caiga un zapato a Dios. Yo creo que 
la única expectativa de Dios es nuestro 
deseo de ser abiertos. Dios hace el resto. 
Dios nos ama. Dios nos motiva. Dios nos 
apoya. Nosotros no tenemos que actuar 
bien ante Dios porque él nos ama. Todo lo 
que tenemos que hacer es preguntarle que 
nos ame y que nos inspire hacer el bien y 
correcto.)

Tú estas bienvenido a tener a Dios que 
es el juez. Yo voy apreciar al Dios que 
ama, que vive en mi espacio, que siempre 
me empuja para adelante y formando su 
espiritu en mi espiritu. 

Por ultimo, hay dos cosas que hacer en 
nuestra relación con Dios:

1. Darle gracias a Dios al principio de cada 
día y llevarlo adonde quiera que vayas. 
Pregunta todos los dias por esa conciencia.

2. Preguntale a Dios por ayuda e 
inspiración para amar como Dios nos 
ama. La vida spiritual esta supuesta hacer 
simple. 

Practiquen estas dos recomendaciones y la 
vida les cambiará. Dios esta siempre para 
ayudarnos, abrir las puertas y nosotros nos 
haremos buenas personas. 

VOLUNTARIA PARA LA OFICINA 
HISPANA

La oficina Hispana está en la necesidad 
de alguna persona voluntaria que pueda 
colaborarnos a contestar el teléfono, dar 
información de los sacramentos y de los 
diferentes eventos de la Iglesia, recibir y 
atender a los feligreses, etc. La oficina está 
abierta de lunes a viernes.  Los animamos 
a que llamen al  925-672- 5800 X 2201 o se 
acerquen a la oficina principal, y pregunten 
por Virginia.  Es una gran oportunidad 
para donar su tiempo y talento a la 
Parroquia.  

CONOCIENDO EL CAMINO DE DIOS

La misión de la Iglesia de San 
Buenaventura es dar a su comunidad el 
alimento de la palabra, Jesús dijo: “Yo he 
venido a que tengan vida y vida en abun-
dancia, porque Yo Soy el Camino, La 
Verdad y la Vida, nadie conoce al Padre 
sino aquel que ha bajado del cielo y tam-
bién me conocen aquellos que mi Padre lo 
dé a conocer a través de mi Palabra.” Los 
invitamos a que en esta Cuaresma reser-
ven un tiempo los lunes a las 7:00 pm, para 
reflexionar sobre la necesidad que tiene 
nuestra alma del conocimiento y el amor 
de Dios. Meditando y aprendiendo el mis-
terio de la venida de Cristo a la tierra. “Yo 
soy el Camino, la Verdad y la Vida”.

Día: Lunes 20 y 27 de Marzo
Hora: 7:00 PM
Lugar: Iglesia de San Buenaventura.
Salón: B-1
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FECHA  HORA EVENTO  LUGAR

Miércoles, Mayo 17 5:30pm Misa del 50th Aniversario de Ordinación En la Iglesia

Sábado, Junio 10 6pm
Cena de la Comunidad Filipina Con y para  

el Padre Ricardo  
*Después de la Misa de 5pm

Salón 
Parroquial

Domingo, Junio 11 2pm Celebración de la Comunidad Hispana 
*Después de la Misa de 12:45pm

Jardines de 
la Parroquia

Sábado, Junio 17 6pm
Cena de la Parroquia 

Celebración de la Ordinación y Jubilación  
Del Padre Ricardo

Concord 
Hilton 

Sábado, Junio 24 4pm 
Celebración Litúrgica y Recepción  

Celebración con el Obispo 
Celebración del Aniversario de la Parroquia

Iglesia

Escriba en su Calendario
LA CURESMA NOS LLAMA A QUE 
APOYEMOS A LOS IMMIGRANTES DE 
CONCORD

Los Católicos Unidos por la Justicia. Un 
grupo católico representante de las seis 
parroquias de Concord, El Departamento 
de Policía, Caridades Católicas del Este de 
la Bahía y El Distrito Escolar Unificado 
de Monte Diablo están llamando a las 
familias del Condado de Contra Costa, 
especialmente a las personas que hablan 
español.

¿Por qué? Porque ellos están siendo 
ofendidos con lenguaje negativo y son 
llamados criminales. 

¿Por qué? La gente tiene miedo de ir de 
compras, salir de sus casas y cuando lo 
hacen encuentran empleados de (ICE) 
Departamento de Inmigración en el 
vecindario. 

¿Por qué? Porque un niño no se concentra 
en la escuela por el miedo de que cuando 
regrese a casa sus padres no estén. La gente 
está refugiada en sus propias comunidades. 

Las familias de los Inmigrantes han sido 
invitadas por medio de las escuelas y las 
parroquias a tres reuniones informales. Son 
tres reuniones de apoyo para que com-
partan las historias de lo que está pasando 
en sus vidas. Abogados de inmigración 
darán información acerca de sus derechos 
como inmigrante. Todas las escuelas del 
Distrito Unificado de Monte Diablo van 
hacer zonas seguras para los niños, no se 
permitirá que entren sin permiso personal 
del Departamento de Inmigración (ICE). 
Tampoco el Departamento de Policía par-
ticipará en ninguna forma con ICE. 

Los organizadores de estas reuniones 
desean expresar cuidado y solidaridad 
al ofrecer la información que ayudará a 
cualquier persona que se encuentre en ésta 
situación de inmigración. 

Las reuniones serán así:
Martes, 28 de Marzo, 2017 de 6:30-8:00 
pm, Cafetería-Cambridge Elementary 
School, 1135 Lacey Lane, Concord

Miercoles, 19 de Abril, 2017 de 6:30-8:00 
pm, Cafetería-Meadow Home Elementary 
School, 1371 Detroit Ave., Concord

Habrá cuidado de niños de 4-10 años de 
edad. Las reuniones serán en español. El 
Distrito Escolar proveerá artefactos para 
traducir.

MARQUE SU CALENDARIO

60th Aniversario de San Buenaventura-
50th Aniversario y Jubilación del Padre 
Ricardo

Hay una serie de eventos y celebraciones 
litúrgicas que se llevaran a cabo este 
año, la Jubilación y el Aniversario de la 
Ordenación de nuestro querido Padre 
Ricardo y el 60 aniversario de San 
Buenaventura. A continuación enunciamos 
los eventos para su información. Por favor 
visite nuestro sitio web y boletín para 
obtener información más detallada de 
todos estos eventos.

CELEBRACION DEL 50TH ANIVERSARIO 
Y JUBILACION DEL PADRE RICARDO 
MANGINI: Sábado, Junio 17

Usted ha escuchado de la gran festividad 
que se llevara a cabo el sábado 17 de Junio 
y desea tener más detalles. Aquí están los 
detalles, el costo de la entrada es de $75 por 
persona. El Cóctel se servirá a las 6:00p.m 
y la Cena a las 7:00p.m.

*Grupo de 10 personas que desean sentarse 
en la misma mesa, necesitan registrarse y 
comprar los tiquetes al mismo tiempo.

Donde: Hotel Hilton, 1970 Diamond 
Blvd, Concord, CA 94520.

Como y cuando puedo comprar los 
tiquetes? Se pueden comprar para este 
especial evento de la siguiente manera:

• Si desea comprar los tiquetes con tarjeta 
de crédito, puede hacerlo a través de 
“Faith Direct” en línea yendo a la página 
electrónica de San Buenaventura. www.
stbonaventure.net/celebrationevents. 

 Este es el software en línea que 
utilizamos para nuestra parroquia. Le 
permitirá comprar boletos con tarjeta 
de crédito. Este es el único método 
que se podrá hacer con tarjeta de 
crédito. Incluso si usted no tiene una 
cuenta configurada como su método 
electrónico de donación a la parroquia 
puede aún comprar los boletos usando 
una tarjeta de crédito, en “Faith Direct” 
para este evento.

•  Si usted prefiere pagar en efectivo o con 
cheque, esto lo podrá hacer en la oficina 
de la Iglesia durante las horas regulares 
de trabajo, también estarán disponibles 
después de las Misas del 23 de Abril y 21 
de Mayo.

 Para su comodidad, también antes 
de comprar los boletos usted puede 
llenar la forma en nuestra página 
electrónica: www.stbonaventure.net/
celebrationevents.

Información necesaria para poder ordenar 
la compra de los boletos:
• Nombre de cada asistente
• Número de Teléfono
• Escoger un plato (Salmon, Pollo 
Caprese, Filet Mignon o Vegetariano)

Si tiene alguna pregunta, por favor 
contactarse con Emily Molina al 925-963-
3483 



SAINT BONAVENTURE CATHOLIC CHURCH—IGLESIA CATÓLICA DE SAN BUENAVENTURA
March 26, 2017 Fourth Sunday of Lent — 26 de marzo de 2017 Cuarto Domingo de Cuaresma

9

BAUTIZOS 2017
LUGAR DE BAUTIZO: IGLESIA • LUGAR CLASES: B-1

ENCARGADO: GREGORIO MENCHACA, (925) 826-5102
****PARA INFORMACIÓN SOBRE CLASES, FAVOR CONTACTAR LA OFICINA****

FECHA DE BAUTIZO HORA DE BAUTIZO FECHA DE CLASE HORA DE CLASE

Sat 06/17 10:00 a.m. Fri 06/09 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 06/24 10:00 a.m. Fri 06/16 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 07/08 10:00 a.m. Fri 06/30 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 07/22 10:00 a.m. Fri 07/07 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 07/29 10:00 a.m. Fri 07/14 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 08/12 10:00 a.m. Fri 07/28 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 08/19 12:00 p.m. Fri 08/11 7-9:30 p.m.

INFORMACION DEL DIRECTORIO 
PARROQUIAL

Buenas noticias - la segunda y última 
prueba de nuestro directorio de la parro-
quia del 2016 está en manos de Lifetouch. 
Lifetouch hará su magia y producirá 
nuestro hermoso directorio  con tapa 
dura.  Les tomara 30 días para prepararlo, 
o sea que el tiempo estimado de envío será 
a principios de marzo. Con esa fecha en 
mente, nuestro plan es que la distribución 
será después de las Misas del fin de se-
mana del 18/19 de marzo y 25/26 para las 
personas que se tomaron fotografias. Los 
directorios también estarán disponibles 
en la oficina de la iglesia durante las horas 
regulares. Para los feligreses que están in-
teresados en la compra de un directorio, 
una cantidad limitada de directorios está 
disponible y el costo será de $10.00. Puede 
comprar el directorio en la oficina después 
26 de Marzo.

Muchas gracias  a todos los que participa-
ron en el Directorio Parroquial del 2016; 
el comité espera que este usted complacido 
con la edición.  Especial gracias a nuestro 
comité y todos los ángeles que ayudaron 
ordenando las sesiones para tomas las 
fotografías-no lo podríamos haber hecho 
sin ellos.


